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Table of Contents 
 
Note URCNA Church Order Appendix 2 (3rd edition, 2004).1  I’ve discussed these 7 in the order which the church 
order assigns them.  I used the translations of the Three Forms found in the back of the blue Psalter Hymnal.  With 
the purpose of complete familiarization with the Three Forms, I attempted to put them into every section of the 
entire study guide where they fit.  One area that is lacking is Scriptural proofs.  Please be sure to add and memorize 
Scripture for the appropriate sections (your sermon texts, Reformed Doctrine, Ethics, etc.).   
 
Practica 

Spiritual life, relationship with Christ, growth in faith, background/preparation for ministry, understanding 
of ministerial office, motives for being a pastor, liturgics, homiletics, pastoral care, evangelism, and church 
polity (church order) 

Bible Knowledge 
Doctrine of Scripture, canonicity, hermeneutics, etc.  Familiarity with the contents of the books of the Bible 

Biblical Exegesis 
OT/NT passage and sermon on it; explanation of the meaning of the assigned texts (grammar, exegesis, 
etc.) 

Confessional Knowledge 
History and content of the Three Forms and willingness to subscribe to them 

Reformed Doctrine 
Teaching of Scripture and the confessions – six loci (theology, anthropology, Christology, soteriology, 
ecclesiology, and eschatology) 

Church History 
Flow of church history (major persons, heresies, etc) 
Emphasis is on the Reformation and history of Reformed churches 

Ethics 
Meaning and function of the Decalogue 
Decalogue and Christian motivation and character as well as contemporary moral problems 

 
Appendix One 

Medieval and Reformation Latin terms and definitions 
Appendix Two 

Sample Questions 
 

 

                                                 
1 Also note I.4 of the church order concerning a candidacy exam.  The following should be discussed/explained/asked in such an exam: 
the candidate’s Christian faith and experience, his call to the ministry, his knowledge of Scripture (original languages and English), the 
Three Forms, Christian doctrine, ethics, church history, Church order, duties/responsibilities of the minister, and preaching of sermons. 
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PRACTICA: 
Ministerial office, liturgics, homiletics, pastoral care, evangelism, and church polity 

� Ministerial office 
o Biblical teaching: pastoral ministry includes prayer as well as ministry of the word and sacrament 
o A pastor is a man called by God to preach the gospel to his people 

� God mercifully sends proclaimers of the gospel to the people he wishes and at the time he 
wishes so that people might be brought to faith (CoD I.3). 

� He is to continue in prayer and the ministry of the word (Acts 6) 
� Also note 1 Tim 3.1-7, Titus 1.5-10, 1 Pet 5.1-4,  
� The pastor is to lead Lord’s Day worship services 
� Eph 4.12: Pastors “perfect the saints, minister, and build the church” 
� Pastors also catechize the youth and assist elders in shepherding/disciplining the flock 
� Pastors must humbly, willingly, and carefully lead the flock in Christian example/piety 
� BCF 30-31: A minister must preach and administer the sacraments 

• He must be legitimately elected by the church with prayer 

• A minister must wait until called by God 

• All ministers have the same “power and authority” 
o Internal and external calling: personal and corporate aspect  

� A calling is not a “job;” it involves a divine duty to preach the gospel 
� A call is a call for life 
� Be ready to explain your call (both internal and external) 

� Liturgy2 
o It is covenantal (covenant of grace): the Lord of the covenant meets his servants in worship 
o It is dialogical: God speaks (calls, commands, comforts, etc.); we respond in song/prayer 

� This dialogical principle also means it is vertical, not horizontal 
o It is regulated by God’s word: think RPW here 
o Note the elements (substance) and circumstances (based on wisdom/prudence) 

� Elements: invocation, God’s greeting, law, confession, gospel, prayer, preaching, the Supper, 
offerings, and the benediction 

• Note Acts 2.42: And they devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and fellowship, to the 
breaking of bread and the prayers 

• HC 103 lists the elements (assembly, word, sacrament, prayer, and offerings) 
� Circumstances: time of worship, sit or stand, exact order of liturgy, etc. 

o Reformed doctrine must show up in the liturgy of a Reformed church 
o Hart and Muether: Reformed worship is founded on God’s Word, is theocentric, nurtures Gods 

people through the means of grace, is dialogical, simple, and eschatological 
o Be ready to discuss frequency of the Supper, choirs/soloists, Psalms/hymns, etc.  

� Homiletics 
o Think of the apostles’ preaching and the centrality of Christ in their sermons 
o A sermon is not a lecture or teaching hour, but a word of Christ to his people  
o Preaching is the means which God has appointed to meet his people to create and strengthen faith 

� Note CoD V.17 
� It is an announcement of good news and a summons to faith/repentance 
� It is effective because of the word and Spirit 
� It is Christ’s voice to his church (Rom 10) 
� Its content is the “whole counsel of God” (Acts 20) 
� It is how God wants his people instructed (HC 98; cf. CoD V.14) 
 

                                                 
2 See especially Horton’s A Better Way and Hart & Muether With Reverence and Awe 
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o Our study of Scripture culminates not in exegesis, but the sermon 
� Preaching includes application, exhortation, warning, command, promise, etc. 

o Homiletics means taking the work of the study to the people of God in an understandable sermon 
� Note outlines, structure, method of delivery, etc. 

o Note also the catechetical preaching discussion: preach the Scripture text or the HC? 
� Pastoral Care 

o Visitation, leading the flock by example, family life, etc 
� Acts 20.20: Paul went to houses visiting Christians 

o See P.Y. DeJong’s book on family visitation (Taking Heed to the Flock) 
o Visitation brings the work of the pulpit into direct contact with the individuals of the congregation 

� It is a religious time, not social-hour 
� It should include prayer and a reminder of the gospel 

o Visitation should include visit of the sick, poor, brokenhearted, etc. 
� The three offices were established, among other reasons, so that the poor and the afflicted 

may be helped and comforted according to their need (BC 30) 
o Counseling: Scripture is useful in counseling (admonishing, teaching, comforting, etc) 
o Discipline: the minister must assist the elders in this (keys of the kingdom) 

� Evangelism 
o The church has a biblical mandate to spread the gospel and to remain separate from the world and 

neither be absorbed into the culture nor absorb the culture  
� “The church that properly worships will be peculiar to the world.  Its ways will seem odd 

and irrelevant, and its language will sound strange.”3 
o The promise of the gospel and the command to repent “ought to be announced and declared 

without differentiation or discrimination to all nations and people” (CoD II.5) 
� Thus, based on confessional grounds, we must go forth and preach the gospel to all peoples 
� All who are called through the gospel are called seriously – it is pleasing to God that those 

who are called should come to him; God seriously promises eternal life to whoever believes 
(CoD III/IV.8) 

� The church’s missionary task is to preach the Word to the unconverted (Church Order 47) 
o People, not programs evangelize (Horton) 
o Seeker-sensitive services end up watering everything down.   

� If we want to be seeker sensitive, we should meet “seekers” at a coffee shop, for example, 
during the week 

� We must distinguish between the covenant renewal ceremony and outreach: we need to do 
both, but perhaps it is best to keep them separate (Horton) 

o Catechism – instruction of the youth – is a sort of means of “church growth” 

                                                 
3 Hart & Muether, 60. 
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PRACTICA: 
A URCNA Church Order and Polity Primer 

Note that the URC as a newer federation is still working on a “finalized” church order. 
Thus, the following outline might need to be updated.  This outline was taken from the 2004 edition. 

The church order process for ordination is: training (seminary), consistory approved classical exam, sustaining it, 
then consistory declares him as a candidate for ministerial office.  Then, call (consistory/congregation approved), 
ordination exam, and public ordination.  Note below in the intermediate outline the asterisks ***; these are church 

order articles worth paying special attention to. 
 

Brief Outline: 
� Introduction 
� Ecclesiastical Offices (1-15) 
� Ecclesiastical Assemblies (16-36) 
� Ecclesiastical Functions/tasks (37-50) 
� Ecclesiastical Discipline (51-66) 
� Four Appendices (licensure, candidacy, and ordination exam guidelines; colloquium doctum 
� Foundational principles of Reformed Church government (17 total) 

 
Intermediate Outline (memorize this one): 

� Offices 
o Art. 2-11: the office of minister of the word (requirements/description) (see BCF 30) 
o Art. 12-15: the offices of elder and deacon (requirements/descriptions) (see BCF 30-32) 

� Assemblies 
o Art. 16: Three assemblies: consistory, classis, and synod  
o Art. 17-23: Description/prescription of assemblies 
o Art. 24-28: Broader assemblies: classis and synod – requirements/description 
o Art. 29-36: Requirements/descriptions of local churches and their relations 

� Functions/Tasks 
o Art. 37-40: The consistory and worship 
o Art. 41-44: The consistory and baptism/church membership 
o Art. 45-46: The consistory and the Lord’s Supper 
o Art. 47-48: The consistory and other church tasks 

� Discipline 
o Art. 51-60: Matthew 18 in the church 
o Art. 61-63: Church office and discipline of officers 
o Art. 64-66: Interrelational explanations 

 
Some Church Order Notes 

� Offices 
o The URCNA is a 3-office church: minister, elder, deacon (Art. 1) 
o The minister must continue in prayer, ministry of the word/sacrament, catechizing the youth, and 

assist the elders in shepherding (Art. 2) 
o The candidacy exam is a church order requirement (Art. 4) 
o Only males can serve as minister, elder, and deacon (Art. 12) 
o Elders and deacons must subscribe; then they are ordained/installed (Art. 13) 
o ***Elders’ duties: prayer and ruling the church to maintain purity of doctrine/holiness (Art. 14) 

� They are to oversee the minister and deacons 
� They guard the table (maintain its purity), assist in catechism, promote God-centered 

schooling, visit, exercise discipline, promote evangelism, and promote good order 
o ***Deacon’s duties: prayer, oversee mercy works, helping congregation with needs, and meet every 

month (Art. 15) 
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� Assemblies 
o Three assemblies in the URCNA: consistory, classis, and synod (Art. 16) 

� ***Only the consistory is a continuing body 
o The consistory is made up of ministers and elders (Art. 21) 

� The consistory’s (not specifically the classical/synodical) decisions possess direct authority in 
the congregation (b/c they receive their authority directly from Christ) 

o The council is made up of ministers, elders, and deacons (Art. 23) 
o ***Note the language of broader and narrower assemblies (Art 23-25) 

� Broader/Narrower (synod…classis…consistory) rejects hierarchy  
o Only a consistory can depose an office bearer and administer discipline (Art. 25) 
o The classis must ask each consistory if they are meeting regularly and that the three marks of a true 

church (BCF 29) are being shown in their churches (Art. 26) 
o Synod must meet at least every three years (Art. 27) 
o Only the local congregation possesses the church building (Art. 33) 
o Classes may enter into relations with other denomination’s classis/presbytery, but on a synodical or 

general assembly level the URCNA synod must be involved (Art 34-35) 
� Functions/Tasks 

o The consistory calls congregation together for worship, and may do so on church calendar days that 
are not the Lord’s Day (Art. 37) 

o ***The consistory sees to it that preaching, confession, praise/prayer/song, and offerings are 
conducted every worship service (elements; cf. HC 103) (Art. 38) 

o Psalms primarily sung; hymns must be approved (Art. 39) 
o ***Three Forms must “ordinarily” be preached once per Sunday (Art. 40) 
o ***Close communion upheld (cf. HC 81-82) (Art. 45) 
o Lord’s Supper celebrated at least four times each year (Art. 46) 
o Ministers fulfill the church’s missionary task on the mission field (Art. 47) 

� Consistories supervise missionaries 
� Churches should help support missionaries 

o Ministers can only perform marriage between two Christians (Art. 48) 
o ***Funerals are not corporate services nor subject to church government (Art 49) 

� Discipline 
o Discipline is for God’s glory, sinner’s reconciliation, and the church’s good (Art. 51) 
o Matthew 18 is to be followed (Art. 52) (see HC 85, BCF 32) 
o Secret sins do not need to be told to Consistory unless the sinner doesn’t repent (Art. 53-54) 

� Public sins are to be brought to Consistory  
o ***Three steps of discipline of unrepentant sinners (this should lead to repentance) (Art. 55) 

� Sin be made known to congregation but not the sinner’s name 
� Seek classis’ advice then mention name 
� Excommunication 

o Delinquent baptized members are excommunicated only with advice of classis (Art. 59) 
o Mutual censure is required regularly (Art. 63) 
o ***A 2/3 vote of a Synod is required to change church order; the change must be ratified by 2/3 of 

the consistories before the synodical meeting (Art. 66) 
  
 

 

 

 



 
Study Guide: Candidacy Exam URCNA (S. Lems, June, 2007) 

7 

BIBLE KNOWLEDGE: 
Doctrine of Scripture, Canonicity, Heremeneutics, etc. 

 
� Doctrine of Scripture (see also Systematic Theology discussion below) 

o Organic inspiration (not dynamic or mechanical): The Holy Spirit used the authors of Scripture as he 
himself had formed them for their task without in any way suppressing their personality (Berkhof) 

o Verbal/plenary inspiration: every word, thought, phrase, etc. of Scripture is inspired  
o Internal testimony of the Holy Spirit: the Spirit illumines our minds and hearts so that we can 

understand and believe Scripture  
� BCF 5: We believe all that is contained in the Scriptures “because the Holy Spirit testifies in 

our hearts that they are from God” 
� This is part of the Spirit’s work of regeneration and conversion 
� Thus we believe the Scriptures: faith is a “knowledge and conviction that everything God 

reveals in his word is true…” (HC 21) 
o Accommodation: God has come down to the level of his creatures and accommodated himself to 

their powers of comprehension4 
�  Calvin: “baby talk” or “divine lisp” 

o Scripture is self-attesting: they themselves “prove…to be from God” (BCF 5) 
o Analogy: Our knowledge of God is always only analogical in character; that is, shaped by analogy to 

what can be discerned of God in his creatures, having as its object not God himself in his knowable 
essence, but God in his revelation…to us.  This knowledge is only a finite image, a faint likeness and 
creaturely impression of the perfect knowledge that God has of himself (archetypal/univocal).5 

o Analogy of Scripture: Scripture interprets Scripture (note this well) 
o Perspicuity: Scripture is clear concerning the way to salvation  
o Analogy of faith: established theology is a handmaiden in interpretation6 

� Note: confessions have ministerial, not magisterial authority (Scripture is authoritative) 
o Scripture is infallible and inerrant: cannot and does not contain errors 
o Scripture is necessary: without it we could not know the gospel 
o Scripture is sufficient: it contains God’s will completely and everything one must believe to be saved  

� Also, it describes the entire manner of service God requires of us (see BCF 7). 
� Be ready to discuss if Scripture is sufficient for everything in life 

� Doctrine of the Canon 
o “The canon is not the product of the church; rather the church is…the product of the canon”7 

� We receive these books not because the church receives/approves them, but because of the 
Spirit’s testimony in our hearts (BCF 5) 

� Note the canonical vs apocryphal books (BCF 4, 6) 
o Formation of the OT8 

� Pre 300 BC – individual books written/copied on scrolls 
� 300 BC to 135 AD – LXX, Samaritan Pentateuch, etc. 
� 135 to 1000 AD – Vulgate c. 400 AD 

• Masoretic period: vowel system, accents, Ketiv-Qere, etc. added 
� 1000 to 1450 AD – transmission of the Masoretic Text (MT) 
 
 

                                                 
4 Bavinck, II.110 
5 Ibid. 
6 This means, for example, that if we interpret a text to mean something doctrinally opposed to the Belgic Confession, we had better 
proceed carefully, since the Belgic (and other confessions) contains doctrine that thousands of people from many different countries and 
throughout many years have said to be biblical and true.  We also affirm the ministerial (not magisterial) use of confessions. 
7 Ridderbos, Redemptive History and the New Testament Scriptures, 25. 
8 See E. R. Brotzman, Old Testament Textual Criticism 
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o Other OT notes 
� OT division: Torah, Nevaim, and Ketavim 

o Formation of the NT 
� Thousands of manuscripts of the NT have been found in various languages and locations 

• The codex (book) replaced scrolls in the early days of the church 
� Papyrus, uncial, miniscule, and lectionary are the names of those fragments/manuscripts 
� Early church had to recognize/accept certain NT books as canonical because of the heretics9 

• Thus, our NT canonical books have been acknowledged from early on 
o The early churched affirmed canonicity based on apostolic authority, 

antiquity, orthodoxy, catholicity, and tradition 

• NT is canonical because it says it is, not b/c the church says so 
o Other canon notes 

� Perhaps note some basics of translation differences (NIV, KJV, etc) 

• Dynamic equivalence – “thought-for-thought” (NIV, NLT) 

• Formal equivalence – “literal” (NASB, KJV, ESV? etc.) 
o Remember the basics of text criticism  

� OT: BHS has Ketiv/Qere, LXX, Mss, and other variants, etc. 

• BHS editors sometimes weigh in w/o any explanation  

• LXX is helpful, but not always right; it is a translation 

• By default, go with the MT unless strong reasons suggest otherwise 
� NT criticism: 

• Text types: Alexandrian, Byzantine, Western 

• Majority of text make the right reading?  Probably not; remember the manuscripts 
must be weighed, not just counted10 

• Remember also internal/external evidence for a variant  

• Scribal errors (a few): Haplography (writing a letter/word once when it should be 
written twice), Dittography (writing a letter twice when it should be written once); 
also remember that Scribes sometimes harmonized or conflated passages 

� Preach a textual variant with care, noting which translation the church uses 

• Preach a text variant in such a way that you don’t make the congregation think the 
English Bible is deficient (like Muslims treat an English Version of the Quran) 

o Higher Criticism 
� Form criticism: Gunkel – go behind written to find oral sources 
� Development and Document hypothesis: Astruc/Graf/Wellhausen (JPED) 
� OT: most critics argue for late dates of many OT books – we usually disagree 
� NT: some think there is a Q behind some gospels  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

                                                 
9 Most specifically Marcion, who accepted only Luke (not the other gospels) and some of Paul’s epistles. 
10

 See D. A. Black, New Testament Textual Criticism 
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� Hermeneutics11 
o Hermeneutics is the science which sets principles or methods for interpreting and understanding a 

text.  It denotes critical reflection upon the processes of interpretation and understanding.    
o Hermeneutics is the broad term for interpretation whereas exegesis, syntax, grammar, historical 

context, etc. are narrower terms (hermeneutics includes exegesis, syntax, grammar, etc.) 

�  
o Patristic and medieval hermeneutics included the quadriga, the four senses of Scripture (literal, 

allegorical, moral, and anagogical) 
� Reformed hermeneutics is covenantal, Christ-centered, law/gospel, and we affirm all of the 

above concerning Scripture  
o Hermeneutics is a science (methods), an art (practice/hard work/imagination), and a spiritual act. 

� Hermeneutics is not primarily a science because we cannot master and judge scriptures – 
they master and judge us.  We are in the dock, not they. 

� Exegesis is “drawing out” the meaning of the text by grammar, syntax, etc. 
o The task of hermeneutics begins with exegesis and ends with contextualization (meaning today) 
o Hermeneutics involves (narrower to broader) 

� Context – surrounding text itself, in book, same author, and whole Bible 
� Linguistic – including semantical and syntactical study 

• Word study, tense analysis, repetition, word order, etc. 
� Background – historical and cultural 

• Note political, social, economical, military etc. of ancient cultures  
� Genre analysis – note the different genres and how they work/function 
� Biblical Theology – scriptural theological themes throughout the Bible (covenant, for example) 

• NT use of OT: follow Christ and the apostles in approaching the OT 
� Systematic Theology – synthesis of various aspects of biblical truths 

• The creeds/confessions are straight edges to guard/help in interpretation  
� Contextualization – what the text means today (homiletical endeavor) 
 

o A few exegetical fallacies (see D.A. Carson’s book Exegetical Fallacies) 
� The root fallacy: every word’s meaning is determined by its root 
� Semantic anachronism: early meaning of a word is read into a much later meaning 
� Hebrew vs Greek mentality: language and mentality are confused12  
� Illegitimate totality transfer: smash every meaning of a word into its translation 
� Aorist tense fallacy: it means “once for all” (it doesn’t!) 

 

                                                 
11 Note the following names in hermeneutics: Berkhof, Vanhoozer, Silva, Poythress, Carson, Osborne, etc. 
12 Example: Hebrew people thought in pictures, so their language is more concrete and vivid than Greek, or the Hebrews didn’t have a 
clear concept of past/present/future because they only had perfect and imperfect tenses. 
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BIBLE KNOWLEDGE: 
Some Key Texts/Chapters for Memory13 

I’ve bolded the most popular ones.  A detailed knowledge of these will help in Bible outline memory.  That is, if 
you memorize an easy outline, you can fill in the blanks with the contents of some of the chapters. 

 
Gen 4............... Cain, Able, Lamech, and Seth 
Gen 6............... Depravity of all people and Noah building the ark 
Gen 7............... 40 days of rain 
Gen 8............... Out of the ark and Noah’s sacrifice 
Gen 9............... Noahic covenant 
Gen 11 ............. Babel 
Gen 12............. Abraham’s call 
Gen 15 ............. Abraham, the stars, and God walking through the animal pieces 
Gen 17 ............. Abraham, covenant, and circumcision 
Gen 18............. Abraham/Sarah laughing and Abraham interceding for Sodom/Gomorrah  
Gen 19............. Sodom/Gomorrah destroyed 
Gen 21............. Birth of Isaac 
Gen 22............. Abraham, Isaac, and the near-sacrifice of Isaac 
Gen 25............. Jacob, Esau, the stew, and the sale of the birthright 
Gen 27............. Jacob deceives Isaac for his blessing 
Gen 29............. Jacob working for Leah and Rachel  
Gen 37............. Joseph and his brothers: Joseph to Egypt 
Gen 39............. Joseph, Pharaoh’s wife, and jail 
Gen 41............. Joseph interprets Pharaoh’s dream and is rewarded 
Gen 45............. Joseph reveals his identity to his brothers 
Gen 49............. Jacob blesses his son (scepter will not depart from Judah) 
Gen 50............. Joseph to his brothers: God meant it for good; Joseph dies 
Ex 1.................. Pharoah’s command to kill baby boys 
Ex 2.................. Baby Moses in the basket/Nile river; Moses kills a man 
Ex 3 ................. Burning bush; “I AM” 
Ex 7-12............ 10 Plagues 
Ex 12 ............... The Passover 
Ex 14 ............... Crossing of the Red Sea; Pharoah’s army destroyed 
Ex 16 ............... Manna and quail 
Ex 17 ............... Water from rock 
Ex 19 ............... Moses goes up on Mt Sinai 
Ex 20 ............... 10 Commandments 
Ex 25-31.......... Tabernacle/priesthood commands 
Ex 32 ............... Golden Calf 
Ex 33 ............... Moses sees God’s “backside” 
Ex 34 ............... Two tablets; Moses face shines 
Lev 10.............. Nadab/Abihu’s profane offering 
Lev 19.............. Be holy, for I am holy 
Num 11 ........... Israel grumbles, God sends manna and quail 
Num 12 ........... I will send a prophet 
Num 14 ........... Spies sent to Canaan  
Num 17 ........... Aaron’s staff blossoms 
Num 19 ........... Water from the rock 

                                                 
13 I’ve not listed the “easy” texts (Gen 1, “In the beginning,” Ps. 23 “The Lord is my shepherd, John 3 “For God so loved…” etc); rather 
I’ve tried to gather other texts that are important but less known (yet not totally obscure).  Also forgive me in advance: such an endeavor is 
somewhat subjective! 
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Num 21 ........... Serpents and bronze serpent on a pole 
Num 22 ........... Balaam and the donkey 
Deut 5 ............. 10 Commandments 
Deut 6 ............. Hear O Israel…teach them to your children… 
Deut 28............ Blessings and curses of Mosaic covenant 
Deut 34............ Moses dies 
Josh 2 .............. Rahab and the spies 
Josh 3............... Crossing the Jordan  
Josh 4............... 12 stones 
Josh 5............... Angel of Yahweh appears to Joshua 
Josh 6............... Battle of Jericho 
Josh 7-8 ........... Ai and Achan’s sin 
Judg 3............... Eglon/Ehud 
Judg 4............... Deborah, Barak, Sisera, and Jael 
Judg 6............... Gideon and the fleece 
Judg 7............... Gideon defeats Midian 
Judg 16 ............ Samson, Delilah, the hair cut and temple destroyed 
Judg 21 ............ No king in Israel 
Ruth 4.............. Boaz the kinsman redeemer 
1 Sam 1-2 ........ Hannah in the temple and her prayer 
1 Sam 3............ Yahweh calls Samuel 
1 Sam 9............ Saul chosen to be king 
1 Sam 16.......... David anointed king 
1 Sam 17.......... David and Goliath 
2 Sam 7............ Yahweh’s covenant with David 
2 Sam 11.......... David and Bathsheba 
2 Sam 24.......... David’s rash census 
1 Ki 1 ............... Solomon anointed king 
1 Ki 6-8 ........... Solomon builds the temple 
1 Ki 11............. The kingdom is divided 
1 Ki 11............. Jeroboam’s golden calves 

1 Ki 18 ............ Elijah vs Baal’s prophets on Mt Carmel 
2 Ki 2 ............... Elijah taken to heaven 
2 Ki 4 ............... Elisha and the widow’s oil as well; raising the dead boy 
2 Ki 17............. Fall of Israel and exile (722 BCE) 
2 Ki 23............. Josiah’s reforms 
2 Ki 25 ............ Judah’s fall and exile (586 BCE) 
1 Chr 17........... Yahweh’s covenant with David 
2 Chr 3-4 ......... Solomon builds the temple 
2 Chr 34 .......... Josiah’s reforms 
2 Chr 36 .......... Judah’s fall (586 BCE) 
Esther 4 ........... “For such a time as this” 
Job 19 .............. “I know my Redeemer lives” 
Job 42 .............. Job repents in dust and ashes 
Ps 14, 53 ......... The fool says in his heart, “There is no God.”14 
Ps 15, 24.......... Who shall ascend the holy hill of Yahweh? 
Ps 32 ................ Blessed is the one whose transgression is forgiven 
Ps 42 ................ The deer panting for water 
Ps 63 ................ Earnestly I seek you 

                                                 
14 Note also Psalms 1, 2, 8, 19, 23, 46, 51, 104, 105, 106, 107, 110, 136, 139, etc. 
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Ps 68 ................ God shall arise and by his might 
Ps 73 ................ My feet had almost stumbled…until I went into the sanctuary of God 
Ps 78 ................ Tell the coming generations of Yahweh’s glorious deeds (R/H) 
Ps 84 ................ God’s lovely dwelling place: Better is one day in your courts… 
Ps 90 ................ Teach us to number our days 
Ps 95 ................ Today, if you hear his voice…they shall not enter  my rest 
Ps 100 .............. We are the sheep of his pasture; enter his gates w/thanksgiving 
Ps 103 .............. Bless the Lord O my soul 
Ps 119 .............. Your word is a lamp to my feet 
Ps 127 .............. Unless the Lord builds the house…children are a heritage from Yahweh 
Ps 137 .............. By the waters of Babylon we wept 
Prov 8 .............. Wisdom and creation 
Prov 15 ............ A soft answer turns away wrath 
Prov 20 ............ Wine is a mocker 
Prov 31 ............ A wise woman 
Ecc 3................ A time for everything 
Songs 8 ............ Many waters cannot quench love 
Is 6 ................... Isaiah’s call (Holy Holy Holy) 
Is 7 ................... A virgin shall conceive; Immanuel 
Is 9 ................... Unto us a child is born 
Is 61 ................. The Spirit of God is upon me 
Jer 1.................. Jeremiah’s call 
Jer 31 ............... A New Covenant 
Lam 3............... Great is your faithfulness…new every morning 
Jer 37................ The dry bones live 
Dan 3............... The fiery furnace 
Dan 6............... Daniel in the lion’s den 
Hos 1 ............... Yahweh commands Hosea to marry a prostitute 
Joel 2 ............... Spirit poured out on all flesh 
Jonah 2 ............ Jonah’s psalm 
Mic 5................ A ruler shall come from Bethlehem 
Mic 6................ Do justice, love kindness, walk humbly with your God 
Hab 2 .............. The just shall live by faith 
Zech 9.............. The righteous king coming humbly on a donkey 
Mal 3 ................ The messenger who will prepare the way of the Lord; Elijah will come 
Matt 315 ............ John the Baptist prepares the way 
Matt 4 .............. Jesus’ temptation 
Matt 6 ............. The Lord’s prayer 
Matt 11 ............ Come unto me, and I will give you rest 
Matt 13 ............ The parable of the sower 
Matt 14 ............ Jesus feeds 5000; Jesus walks on water 
Matt 17 ............ The transfiguration 
Matt 21 ............ The triumphal entry; temple cleansing 
Matt 22 ............ Give to Caesar what is his; the summary of the law 
Matt 26 ............ The Supper celebrated; Peter denies Jesus 
Matt 27 ............ Jesus’ crucifixion 
Matt 28 ............ Jesus’ resurrection; the great commission  
Mark 9 ............. The transfiguration 
Mark 11 ........... The triumphal entry; the temple cleansing 

                                                 
15 For the gospels, this list is the bare minimum; memorize more if possible.  Also note the parallel texts among the four gospels, especially 
the synoptics (e.g. the Lord’s Prayer in Matt. 6 and Luke 11). 
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Mark 12 ........... Give to Caeser; the summary of the law 
Mark 13 ........... The little apocalyptic section 
Mark 14 ........... Peter denies Jesus 
Mark 15 ........... Jesus’ crucifixion 
Mark 16 ........... Jesus’ resurrection 
Luke 6.............. The beatitudes  
Luke 9.............. The transfiguration; take up your cross 
Luke 11 ........... The Lord’s prayer 
Luke 13............ O Jerusalem Jerusalem 
Luke 15............ Parable of the prodigal son 
Luke 19............ Zacchaeus; the triumphal entry; Jesus weeps over Jerusalem; temple cleansing 
Luke 21............ The little apocalyptic section 
Luke 23............ Jesus’ crucifixion 
Luke 24 .......... Jesus’ resurrection and appearances; the Emmaus road 
John 4 .............. Samaritan woman 
John 6 .............. I am the bread of life 
John 7 .............. Living water 
John 8 .............. I am the light; “Before Abraham was, I am” 
John 10 ............ The good shepherd 
John 11 ............ Lazarus’ death/raised to life 
John 14............ I am the way 
John 15 ............ I am the true vine 
John 19 ............ Jesus’ crucifixion 
John 20 ............ Jesus’ resurrection and appearances 
John 21 ............ Jesus to Peter three times: feed my sheep 
Acts 1............... The ascension  
Acts 2 .............. Pentecost  
Acts 7............... Stephen’s sermon and stoning 
Acts 8............... Philip and the Ethiopian eunuch 
Acts 9............... Saul’s conversion 
Acts 15 ............ The Jerusalem Synod/Council 
Rom 4.............. Abraham justified by faith 
Rom 9.............. Jacob/Esau and election 
Rom 11............ “All Israel will be saved” 
1 Cor 6............. Lawsuits and Christians 
1 Cor 7............. Principles for marriage 
1 Cor 11 .......... Head coverings and the Lord’s Supper instructions 
2 Cor 4............. Treasures in jars of clay: afflicted but not crushed… 
2 Cor 5 ............ “God made him to be sin…” 
2 Cor 12 .......... Paul’s thorn and, “My grace is sufficient” 
Gal 2 ................ A person is not justified by works but through faith 
Gal 3 ................ The just shall live by faith…cursed are those who do not keep the whole law 
Gal 4 ................ Hagar and Sarah – slave and freewoman 
Gal 5 ................ Free in Christ; fruits of the Spirit 
Eph 3 ............... The mystery revealed—Jew and Gentile 
Eph 4 ............... There is one body, one Spirit, one Lord… 
Eph 5 ............... The whole armor of God 
Phil 1................ To live is Christ 
Phil 2 ............... Christ emptied himself 
Phil 3................ I count everything as loss…that I may know him… 
Phil 4................ Whatever is true, noble… 
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Col 1 ................ The preeminence of Christ 
1 Thess 4 ......... The coming of Christ: the Lord will descend w/ the sound of a trumpet 
1 Thess 5 ......... The day of the Lord comes like a thief in the night 
2 Thess 1 ......... Jesus’ coming in flaming fire 
2 Thess 2 ......... The man of lawlessness 
1 Tim 1 ............ Trustworthy saying: Jesus came to save sinners of whom I am the chief 
1 Tim 2 ............ Let a woman learn quietly in submission 
1 Tim 3 ............ Qualifications for overseers and deacons 
1 Tim 6 ............ Fight the good fight 
Titus 1.............. Qualifications for overseers 
Heb 3............... Jesus over the house that Moses was in; Today…enter rest 
Heb 4............... Jesus the High Priest like us except without sin 
Heb 7............... Melchizedekian order 
Heb 9............... Without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness of sins 
Heb 10............. Do not neglect meeting together to worship 
James 3 ............ Taming the tongue 
1 Pet 1.............. Born again to a living hope 
1 Pet 2 ............. The stone that the builders rejected 
1 Pet 5.............. Humble yourselves under the hand of God…devil as a roaring lion 
2 Pet 1.............. Make your calling and election sure 
2 Pet 3.............. Noah and the day of the Lord 
1 Jn 2................ Our advocate, Jesus Christ the righteous; do not love the world 
Jude .................. Enoch’s prophesy  
Rev 2-3 ............ Jesus’ letters to the 7 churches 
Rev 5................ The lamb and the scroll 
Rev 6................ The seven seals 
Rev 7................ The 144,000 
Rev 11.............. The two witnesses that are killed and raised again 
Rev 12.............. The woman and the dragon 
Rev 18.............. The fall of Babylon 
Rev 19.............. The marriage supper and the rider on the white horse 
Rev 20.............. The 1000 years 
Rev 21.............. The new heavens/earth/Jerusalem 
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BIBLE KNOWLEDGE 
Simple Bible Outlines16 

Be sure to memorize perfectly the Pentateuch and the Gospels as well as Romans; be very familiar with the rest.  
Also, tweak the outlines to make them more “memorizable” if need be. 

 

1. Genesis (according to the ten tAdleAT or toledoth):17 
a. Heavens/earth: 2:4 
b. Adam: 5:1 
c. Noah: 6:9 
d. Noah’s Sons: 10:1 
e. Shem: 11:10 
f. Terah: 11:27 
g. Ishmael: 25:12 
h. Isaac: 25:19 
i. Esau: 36:1 
j. Jacob 37:2  
 

2. Exodus 
a. The Exodus: 1-18 (c. 1450 BC) 

i. The burning bush, the 10 plagues, crossing of the Sea, etc. 
b. The giving of the law: 19-24 

i. The 10 commandments 
c. The giving of tabernacle instructions: 25-50 

i. Lamp stands, curtains, altar, priestly garments, etc. 
 

3. Leviticus18 
a. Sacrificial Laws: 1-7 

i. Offerings: sin, burnt, and peace 
b. Priestly Laws: 8-10 

i. Aaron’s priesthood; Nadab/Abihu’s sin 
c. Ritual Laws: 11-16 

i. Clean/unclean distinction 
d. Holiness Laws: 17-27 

i. Feasts, festivals, vows, poverty, sexual, etc. 
 

4. Numbers 
a. First wilderness generation 1-25 

i. Themes: census, Moses, rebellion/unbelief, and provision 
b. Second wilderness generation 25-36 

i. Themes: census, Joshua, preparation to enter Promised Land 
 

5. Deuteronomy (similar to ANE treaty document) 
a. Historical Prologue: 1-3 
b. Stipulations: 4-26 
c. Sanctions:19 27-30 
d. Succession Arrangements/witnesses: 31-34 

                                                 
16 Compiled from Dillard and Longman, An Introduction to the Old Testament and Hendricksen, Bible Survey.   
17 An alternative outline for Genesis is simpler: Primeval History: 1-11 and Patriarchal History: 12-50 
18 An alternative outline for Leviticus is simpler: How a sinner attains fellowship with the Lord: 1-16 and how the believer maintains 
fellowship: 17-27. 
19 Alternatively, “Blessings and Curses.” 
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6. Joshua 
a. Entering the Promised Land: 1-5 
b. Conquering the Promised Land: 6-12 
c. Inheriting the Promised Land: 13-22 
d. Renewing Mosaic covenant: 23-24 
 

7. Judges (c. 1390-1050 BC) 
a. Israel forsakes the Lord: 1-2 
b. 4-part cycles of the judges begin (relapse/retribution/repentance/rescue): 3-16 
c. Israel falls apart (or “need for a king”): 17-21 

8. Ruth 
a. Introduction: Ruth/Naomi end up at Bethlehem: 1 
b. Ruth meets Boaz: 2 
c. Ruth and Boaz at the threshing floor: 3 
d. Boaz the kinsman redeemer: 4 
 

9. I Samuel  
a. Samuel, the man of prayer: 1-7 
b. Saul, the foolish king: 8-31 (c. 1052) 
 

10. II Samuel 
a. David’s early success: 1-10 
b. David’s sins: 11-12 
c. David’s sorrow: 13-24 
 

11. I & II Kings 
a. Solomon’s reign over the united kingdom: 1-11 
b. The divided kingdoms: 12 - 2 Kings 17 (ch. 17—722 BC: Israel falls to Assyria) 
c. The remaining kingdom, Judah: 18-25 (ch. 25—586 BC: Judah falls to Babylon) 
 

12. I Chronicles 
a. Genealogies: 1-9 
b. David rules over Israel: 10-29 
 

13. II Chronicles 
a. Solomon rules over Israel: 1-9 
b. Judah’s history from division of kingdom to restoration from Babylonian exile: 10-36 
 

14. Ezra  
a. Return from exile under Zerubbabel: 1-6 (c. 536 BC) 
b. Return from exile under Ezra: 7-10 (c. 458 BC) 
 

15. Nehemiah 
a. Nehemiah’s first visit to Jerusalem from the exile: 1-12 (c. 440) 
b. Nehemiah’s second visit: 13 
 

16. Esther (c. 470 BC) 
a. Esther found and made queen (1-2) 
b. Main part of story: Haman, Mordecai, Ahaseurus/Xerxes, Esther: 2-6 
c. Jews triumph over Haman: 7-8 
d. Feast of Purim: 9-10 
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17. Job20 
a. Prologue: 1-2 
b. Job’s dialogues with Bildad, Zophar, and Eliphaz: 3-31 
c. Elihu’s monologue: 32-37 
d. Yahweh speaks, Job answers: 38-42:6 
e. Epilogue: 42:7-17 
 

18. Psalms 
a. Book 1: 1-41 (from suffering…) 
b. Book 2: 42-72 
c. Book 3: 73-89 
d. Book 4: 90-106 
e. Book 5: 107-50 (…to praise) 
 

19. Proverbs 
a. Discourse on wisdom: 1-9 
b. Wisdom sentences in exhortations, warnings, descriptions: 10-30 
c. The wise woman: 31 
 

20. Ecclesiastes 
a. Prologue—vanity of vanities: 1:1-11 
b. Monologue by Qoheleth—all is vanity: 1:12-12:8 
c. Epilogue—end of the matter is to fear God: 12.9-14 
 

21. Song of Songs 
a. Bride and Bridegroom’s confession of love: 1-2 
b. The chase is on ending in the wedding: 3-5:1 
c. Delight in love – songs of married love: 5:2-8:14 
 

22. Isaiah (c. 750-700)21 
a. Impending judgment on Israel and foreign nations: 1-35 
b. Narrative of Hezekiah & Isaiah story: 36-39 
c. Future blessings for exilic people and judgment for the wicked: 40-66 
 

23. Jeremiah (c. 627-560) 
a. Judgment against Judah/Jerusalem: 1-29 
b. Book of comfort, new covenant, and judgment: 20-45 
c. Judgment against the nations: 46-51 
d. Historical appendix: 52 

 
24. Lamentations22 

a. The deserted city (Jerusalem): 1 
b. God’s warnings fulfilled: 2 
c. Yahweh’s faithfulness:  3 
d. The city’s people are punished: 4 
e. A plea for mercy: 5 
 

                                                 
20 Job was probably written in the patriarchal period or before. 
21 Remember with Kline that the prophets are all covenant prosecuting attorneys: they prosecuted the rib.   Also, remember that most 
prophetical books have blessings and curses both for Israel and pagan nations. 
22 Remember Lamentations is a Hebrew acrostic. 
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25. Ezekiel (c. 593-573) 
a. Judgment on Judah and Jerusalem: 1-24 
b. Judgment against foreign nations: 25-32 
c. Blessing for Judah and Jerusalem: 33-48 
 

26. Daniel (c. 6th century BC) 
a. Daniel and his three friends: 1-6 
b. Daniel and prophecy: 7-12 
 

27. Hosea (c. 725) 
a. Hosea’s troubled marriage and God/Israel’s: 1-3 
b. First prophetic cycle against Israel’s unfaithfulness – ends in mercy: 4-11:11 
c. Second prophetic cycle against Israel’s unfaithfulness – ends in mercy: 11:12-14 
 

28. Joel (c. 500?) 
a. Plague of locusts: 1 
b. Day of the Lord: 2 

i. “I will pour out my Spirit on all flesh…” 
c. Punishment and blessing of the Lord: 3 
 

29. Amos (c. 780 BC) 
a. Oracles against the nations: 1-2 

i. Curses for breaking laws of nature 
b. Oracles against Israel: 3-6 

i. Curses for breaking laws of Moses 
c. Visions—blessing and punishment: 7-9 
 

30. Obadiah (c. 580 BC) 
a. Edom judged, Israel blessed: 1 
 

31. Jonah (c. 750 BC) 
a. Jonah’s call and disobedience: 1 
b. Jonah’s psalm from the sea: 2 
c. Jonah’s preaching to Nineveh: 3 
d. Jonah’s anger and Yahweh’s love: 4 
 

32. Micah (c. 700 BC) 
a. First round of judgment and blessing: 1-5 

i. Woe to those who oppress the poor/needy/widowed 
ii. A ruler will be born in Bethlehem 

b. Second round of judgment and blessing: 6-7 
 

33. Nahum (c. 640 BC) 
a. Hymn to God the Judge and Savior: 1 
b. Prophecy against Nineveh: :2-3 
 

34. Habbakuk (c. 600 BC) 
a. Dialogue b/t Habbakuk and God: 1-2:5 

i. The just shall live by faith 
b. Woe against the Chaldeans: 2:6-20 
c. Habbakuk’s prayer/God’s response – blessing for his people curse for Chaldeans: 3  
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35. Zephaniah (c. 630) 
a. Oracles against Judah: 1 

i. The Day of the Lord 
b. Oracles against the nations: 2 
c. Oracles of salvation: 3 
 

36. Haggai (c. 520) 
a. Command to rebuild the temple: 1 
b. Encouragement while rebuilding the temple: 2-3 
 

37. Zechariah (c. 520) 
a. Night visions – comfort and warning for returning exiles: 1-8 

i. Joshua the priest, woman in a basket, flying scroll, etc. 
b. Predictions and promises about Zion’s future: 9-16 

i. A king will come on a donkey 
38. Malachi (c. 460) 

a. Six disputations: the people question God – God chides and encourages: 1-3 
b. The day of the Lord: 4 
 

1. Matthew (kingdom) 
a. The birth of the King (1-2) 
b. The coming of the kingdom (3-7) 

i. The Sermon on the Mount, beatitudes, Lord’s Prayer 
c. The works of the Kingdom (8-10) 

i. Kingdom miracles 
d. The nature of the Kingdom (11-13) 

i. “I will give you rest” and Kingdom parables 
e. The authority of the Kingdom (14-18) 

i. Jesus vs the Pharisees; the keys of the Kingdom 
f. The judgments of the Kingdom (19-25) 

i. 7 woes; temple cleansing; Olivet discourse 
g. The death and life of the King (26-28) 

i. “The King of the Jews” and his commission  
 

2. Mark (invasion) 
a. Prologue: The beginning of the gospel (1.1-14) 
b. Jesus invades the wilderness and Galilee with the kingdom message (1:15-9) 
c. Jesus turns towards Jerusalem (10) 
d. Jesus invades the hostile city of Jerusalem (11-15) 
e. Jesus is raised from the dead (16) 
 

3. Luke (journey) 
a. Infancy narratives (1-2) 

i. John the Baptist and Jesus 
b. Jesus’ Galilean journey (3-9) 

i. Miracles and parables 
c. Jesus’ journey to Jerusalem (10-19.27) 

i. Miracles and parables 
d. Jesus’ arrival at Jerusalem/triumphal entry (19.28-23) 

i. The crucifixion (23) 
e. Jesus’ resurrection and the Emmaus road (24) 
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4. John (signs) 
a. Prologue (1.1-18) 

i. In the beginning was the Word 
b. The Book of Signs to Israel (1.19-12) 

i. Wedding at Cana, Samaritan woman, Bread of life, man born blind, raising of Lazarus 
c. The Book of Signs to New Israel (13-20) 

i. I am the Way & the Vine; Jesus’ high priestly prayer, passion, crucifixion, & resurrection 
d. Epilogue (21) 

i. Jesus appears to his disciples 
 

5. Acts (growth) 
a. The church’s growth from Jerusalem to Judea to Samaria  (cf. Acts 1.8a) (1-12) 

i. Pentecost, Stephen’s sermon/stoning, Peter and Phillip’s ministries, Saul’s conversion 
b. The church’s growth to the ends of the earth (cf. Acts 1.8b) (13-28) 

i. Paul’s three missionary journeys and ministry, the Jerusalem council 
 

6. Romans  
a. Intro (1.1-17) 

i. Apostolic greeting and gospel 
b. Guilt (1.18-3.20) 

i. The wrath of God is revealed… 
ii. There is none righteous 

c. Grace (3.21-11) 
i. Righteousness comes by faith 
ii. Abraham justified by faith 
iii. Adam and Christ 
iv. Continue in sin? No! 
v. What I want to do I do not do… 
vi. The golden chain (ordo salutis) 
vii. Elect/reprobation: Jacob, Esau, Israel, and the gentiles 

d. Gratitude (12-16) 
i. Living Sacrifices 
ii. Weaker brother 
iii. Obey the government 

 
7. 1 Corinthians (church discipline) 

a. Paul’s correcting words (1-6) 
i. Quarreling: I follow Paul, I follow Apollos… 
ii. Paul preached the “foolish” gospel 
iii. Sexual immorality  
iv. Lawsuits among believers 

b. Paul’s instructing words (7-16) 
i. Marital instructions 
ii. Food offered to idols 
iii. Do all to God’s glory 
iv. Lord’s Supper 
v. Christian love 
vi. Tongues 
vii. The resurrection 

 
 



 
Study Guide: Candidacy Exam URCNA (S. Lems, June, 2007) 

21 

8. 2 Corinthians (apostolic office) 
a. Paul reviews the past (1-7) 

i. Autobiographical account of Paul’s apostleship 
b. Paul speaks about present churchly needs (8-9) 

i. Encouragement to be generous 
ii. Collection for Christians at Jerusalem 

c. Paul speaks about a future visit by defending his apostolic authority (10-13) 
i. Paul vs the false apostles 
ii. Paul’s suffering, vision, and concern for the Corinthian church 

9. Galatians 
a. Justification by faith: its origin (1-2) 
b. Justification by faith: its vindication (3-4) 
c. Justification by faith: its application (5-6) 
 

10. Ephesians 
a. The indicative: the gospel and unity in Christ (1-3) 
b. The imperative: application of the gospel (4-6) 
 

11. Colossians 
a. The preeminent Christ: the indicative (1-2) 
b. The preeminent Christ: the imperative (3-4) 
 

12. 1 Thessalonians  
a. Paul’s gospel ministry to Thessalonica (1-4.12) 
b. Paul’s teaching on Jesus’ return (4.13-5) 
 

13. 2 Thessalonians 
a. Jesus’ return: its twofold purpose (1) 
b. Jesus’ return: the preceding apostasy and man of sin (2.1-12) 
c. Jesus’ return: exhortation in light of it (2.13-3) 
 

14. 1 Timothy 
a. Paul’s apostolic autobiography (1) 
b. Directions for public worship (2) 
c. Directions for members of the church and organization (3-6) 
 

15. 2 Timothy 
a. Paul’s exhortation to hold to sound doctrine (1) 
b. Paul’s exhortation to teach sound doctrine (2) 
c. Paul’s exhortation to abide in sound doctrine (3) 
d. Paul’s exhortation to preach sound doctrine (4) 
 

16. Titus 
a. Paul’s instruction for congregational life (1) 
b. Paul’s instruction for family and individual life (2) 
c. Paul’s instruction for social and public life (3) 
 

17. Philemon 
a. Paul’s instruction to Onesimus (slave) and Philemon (owner)  
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18. Hebrews 
a. Movement one: Christ superior to OT revelation (1-4.13) 
b. Movement two: Christ superior to OT concerning atonement (4.14-10.31) 
c. Movement three: Christ superior to OT access to God’s presence (10.32-12) 
d. Conclusion: exhortations to the church (13) 
 

19. James 
a. True faith demonstrated by endurance (1) 
b. True faith demonstrated by deeds (2) 
c. True faith demonstrated by words (3) 
d. True faith demonstrated by thoughts (4) 
e. True faith demonstrated by endurance (5) 
 

20. 1 Peter 
a. Praise to God for the living hope (1.1-12) 
b. Exhortation to be holy (1.13-2.12) 
c. Christ’s example and Christians’ response (2.13-4) 
d. Exhortation to church leaders (5) 
 

21. 2 Peter 
a. Exhortation to grow in the knowledge of Christ (1) 
b. Warning: beware of false teachers/prophets – the day of the Lord is at hand (2-3) 
 

22. 1 John 
a. God is light and lights our path (1-2) 
b. God is life and gives us life (3) 
c. God is love and loves us (4-5) 
 

23. 2 John 
a. Do not show hospitality to those who reject the truth 
 

24. 3 John 
a. Do show hospitality to those who proclaim the truth 
 

25. Jude 
a. Warning to beware of false prophets 
 

26. Revelation23 
a. Lampstands of witness bearing (1-3) 
b. Seals of persecution (4-7) 
c. Trumpets of judgment (8-11) 
d. The Lamb vs the Dragon (12-14) 
e. The bowls of wrath (15-16) 
f. The fall of Babylon and the beasts (17-19) 
g. The Dragon’s doom and Jerusalem the golden (20-22) 

 

                                                 
23 Note the seven progressive-parallel sections.  Each section is sort of a “snap-shot” of the same period of church history taken from a 
different angle and focused on a certain point of the period. 
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BIBLE KNOWLEDGE 
Other information 

For a brief synopsis of each Bible book, see the ESV (for example), which gives a short blurb at the opening of each 
book (date, author, purpose, etc.) 

 
� Division (66 total books, 39 in OT and 27 in the NT) 

o Torah: the five books of Moses 
o Ketivim: the writings (historical-type books) 
o Nevaim: the prophets 
o Gospels: NT 
o Epistles: NT 

� Dates: 
o c. 1450 BCE: the Exodus 
o c. 1000 (David/Saul’s kingships; beginning of Monarchy) 
o 722: Israel (Northern Kingdom) falls to Assyria 
o 586: Judah (Southern Kingdom) falls to Babylon 
o 538: Restoration period begins (exiles return in part to Jersualem) 
o 70 ACE: Jerusalem is destroyed 

� Paul’s Missionary Journeys (study with map perhaps; remember if they are clockwise or counterclockwise) 
o First: from Antioch (Syrian) to Cyprus (island) to Perga (city) then to the churches in Galatia 

(Pisidian Antioch, Iconium, Lystra, and Derbe (clockwise) 
� Brief: Paul visited the Galatian churches on his first missionary journey 

o Second: from Jerusalem to Antioch (Syrian) to Galatian churches (Tarsus, Derbe, Lystra, and 
Iconium) to Troas, to Philippi, Thessalonica, Berea, Athens, Corinth, Ephesus then back to Caesarea 
and Jerusalem (counterclockwise) 

� Brief: Paul visited the Galatian churches and Philippi, Thessalonica, Corinth, and Ephesus on 
his second missionary journey 

o Third: from Antioch (Syrian) to Tarsus to Iconium to Ephesus to Troas to Philippi to Thessalonica, 
to Corinth then back to Thessalonica then to Miletus, to Tyre, to Caesarea, then Jerusalem  

� Brief: Paul visited Ephesus, Philippi, Thessalonica (2x), and Corinth on his third journey 
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BIBLICAL EXEGESIS 
 
Sermon evaluation: one OT, one NT, and one HC 

Know your passages well (parsing, translation, grammar, etc.)!!! 
Hebrew Basics24 

� Qal: active/stative – usually translated as “past” unless context warrants otherwise 
o The Qal expresses a completed action in the past (Futato) 

� Niphal: the Niphal functions as either a Qal passive or a Qal reflexive  
� Piel: The Piel either has a factitive or resultative meaning 

o Resultative example: A wise king winnows/makes scattered the wicked (Prov 20.26) 
� Pual: The passive of the Piel 
� Hithpael: Reflexive/reciprocal counterpart of the Piel stem 
� Hiphil: The Hiphil is causative (I will cause the soul to perish. Lev 23.30) 
� Hopal: Passive of the Hiphil 
� Other Hebrew notes to consider 

o Prepositional prefixes  
o Active, passive, and stative  
o Cohortative, Imperative, Jussive 
o Infinitive: infinitive absolute and infinitive construct (inf. const. usually have prep. prefixes) 
o Participle: active and passive  
o Also brush up on a few paradigms  

Greek Basics25 
� Tense 

o Present – progressive, iterative, performative, customary, conative, impending, etc. 
o Imperfect – progressive, inceptive, iterative, conative, etc.26 
o Aorist – simple, gnomic, inceptive, consummative, etc. 
o Future – predictive, simple, imperative 
o Perfect – resultative, consummative, complex, etc. 

� Voice 
o Active, middle, and passive 

� Mood 
o Indicative, subjunctive, and imperative 

� Nouns 
o Nominative: subject, PN, nominative absolute, etc. 
o Accusative: DO, double accusative, subject of infinitive, apposition, manner, etc. 
o Genitive: 

� Adverbial/verbal: subjective, objective, means, agency, reference, etc. 
� Adjectival: possessive, relationship, material, content, apposition, etc. 

o Dative: IDO, possession, advantage, disadvantage, time, respect, agency, etc. 
� Other 

o Participle 
� Adverbial/verbal: temporal, manner, means, result, etc. 
� Adjectival: substantive, attributive, predicate 

o Infinitive 
� Adverbial: purpose, result, time, means, etc. 
� Substantival: subject, DO, indirect discourse, etc. 

� Remember basic paradigms!  

                                                 
24 Note: perhaps skim over the table of contents of a good Hebrew grammar for review. 
25

 Be sure to see Wallace’s “Cheat Sheet” in the appendix of Greek Grammar Beyond the Basics. 
26 Note: the imperfect tense is, in many ways, the present tense shoved into the past 
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Suitable exegetical method 

 See hermeneutics above; note the grammatical, historical, systematic, biblical, contextual, etc. 
 
Know the commentaries you’ve used as well as the lexicons and theological dictionaries 

 
Calvin’s Commentaries, K&D (OT), Hendricksen’s (NT), Word Biblical Commentaries (OT/NT), Anchor 
Bible (commentaries and dictionaries), ISBE, etc. 

Other: 
OT: 

Grammars: Waltke/O’Conner, Futato, Juoun, Gesenius 
Lexicons/Dictionaries: BDB, HALOT, TWOT 

NT: 
Grammars: Wallace, BDF 
Lexicons/Dictionaries: BDAG, Louw-Nida, Liddell/Scott 
 

Background books 
Zondervan’s 4-volume NT set (see also E. Ferguson) 
IVP’s sets; cf. Anchor Bible stuff  
OT: K. Kitchen  
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CONFESSIONAL KNOWLEDGE: 
The Ecumenical Creeds 

The Apostle’s Creed: 
Note the three parts (HC 24) 
Was named thus because it contains Apostolic teaching, not authorship 
The form we use was fixed in the 4th century 
It was used at first to instruct converts, for baptismal confession, and to provide a unifying confession 
 

The Nicene Creed: 
The form we use finds its roots at the 325 AD Nicene Council and added to at the Council of 
Constantinople in 381 AD.  The filioque phrase was added in 589 at the Synod of Toledo. 
The Nicene Creed was written in reaction to Christological heresies  

It is meant more to defend and explain than teach the faith 
It contains the famous homoousion phrase (one substance/same essence) 

The Greek Orthodox (Eastern) church acknowledges this creed as ecumenical minus the filioque27 
 

The Athanasian Creed: 
Not written by Athanasius, but utilizes some of his orthodox teaching on the Trinity 
Was written in reaction to Arianism and other attacks on the Trinity 
Probably originates in the 5th century 
Note the two parts: first, the orthodox teaching of the Trinity, second, the incarnation and two natures 

 
The BCF (which we subscribe to) makes us “willingly accept” the above three ecumenical creeds (art. 9) 

 

 

                                                 
27 This is the only creed that the Western and Eastern Church both hold as ecumenical. 
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CONFESSIONAL KNOWLEDGE 
The Belgic Confession of Faith (1561) 

 
Note: the outline is very similar to the traditional Systematic Theology loci: Theology, Anthropology, Christology, 
Ecclesiology, and Eschatology. 
 
The BCF was written by G. DeBres in 1561 (he died a martyr in 1567).  The civil magistrate was largely Roman 
Catholic and oppressed and punished Protestants.  DeBres wrote this to protest the oppression and show that the 
Reformers were not schismatics, rebels, or fanatics like the Anabaptists, but Christians who would submit to the 
state.  He also, as is evident, sought to show Rome and the government that Reformed theology was indeed biblical.  
DeBres’ famous statement is that the Reformers “would rather offer their backs to stripes, tongues to knives, 
mouths to gags, and their whole bodies to the fire” rather than deny the Christian faith.  Also note: the phrases in 
quotations are worth memorizing, as is the outline of the BCF.  Some especially important articles are 2, 5, 13, 14, 
16, 19, 22, 23, 24, and 29.  Along with memorizing the outline, be sure to note articles 16 and 27 for reference 
points of the major divisions. 
 
God 

1. There is only one God  
a. He is a “single, simple, and spiritual being” 

Scripture (articles 2-7) 
2. We know him by “two books:” 

a.  General and special revelation 
3. The inspired word of God 
4. The canonical books  
5. The authority of Scripture 

a. The Holy Spirit (not the church) testifies of Scripture’s divinity  
6. The canonical verses the apocryphal books 

a. The apocrypha can be used to “learn from them,” but not rule of faith/life 
7. The sufficiency of Scripture  

a. Scripture teaches all we need to know about faith and the “entire manner of service which God 
requires of us” 

The Triune God (articles 8-11) 
8. The Triune God: one essence, three persons 
9. Scriptural proof of the Trinity 
10. The deity of Jesus Christ 

a. He “assumed our nature” 
11. The deity of the Holy Spirit 

a. He “proceeds eternally from the Father and the Son”  
Creation/providence (articles 12-13) 

12. The creation of all things 
a. Ex nihilo creation 

13. The providence and governance of God 
a. “He rules and governs all things by his holy will” 
b. God is not the author of sin 
c. Providence: “unspeakable consolation” that our Father rules all things 

Anthropology (articles 14-16) 
14. The creation and fall of man 

a. Pre-fall humanity: in God’s image: “good, righteous, and holy” 
b. Adam “transgressed the commandment of life” 
c. Only a “small traces” of the image of God remains after the fall 
d. After the fall, man is “the slave of sin” 
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15. Original Sin 
a. Adam’s sin is extended to “the whole human race” – infants included 
b. It is a corruption of the whole nature and a hereditary disease 

Soteriology/Christology (articles 16-26) 
16. Eternal Election 

a. Election is eternal and unchangeable w/o respect to works 
b. Perdition (reprobation) is “leaving others” in their sin 
c. Note: the Belgic speaks of mercy and justice in this article 

17. The Gospel promise to fallen man 
a. Gen 3.15 explained 

18. The Incarnation of Christ 
a. Jesus assumed human nature: body and soul 

19. The Two Natures of Christ 
a. There are “two natures in a single person” 
b. Each nature retains its own distinct properties 
c. Even death does not separate these two natures 

i. His divine nature remained united with his human nature even in the grave 
20. The Justice and Mercy of God in the gospel 

a. Just: the Son assumed the nature of sinners 
b. Mercy: poured out on us because of Jesus’ work 

21. The Atonement 
a. Jesus presented himself to his Father in ours stead to appease God’s wrath 

i. And to render full satisfaction 
ii. He endured the wrath and punishment of God on our behalf 

b. The atonement is vicarious, substitutionary, satisfactory 
22. Righteousness by Faith Alone 

a. “The Holy Spirit kindles in our hearts a true faith” 
b. All of Jesus’ “merits” and “holy works he has done for us and in our place” are ours by faith alone 
c. Faith alone justifies us 
d. Faith is not meritorious, but the “instrument that keeps us in communion” with Christ 

23. Justification 
a. We are justified by grace alone 
b. The “sole obedience of Christ” is ours by faith alone 
c. Christ alone: he only can save us from our sins completely 

24. Sanctification 
a. Word/Spirit-given faith regenerates a person making him/her new 
b. Justifying faith produces godly fruits, truly good works 
c. Justifying faith results in good works 
d. These works “do not count towards our justification” 
e. We are justified “before we do good works” 
f. God rewards good works by his grace, not meritorious reward 

25. The Fulfillment of the Law 
a. Ceremonies/symbols of the law have ended and “ought to be abolished” 
b. Yet they can be used as witnesses to the gospel 

26. Jesus’ Intercession 
a. Jesus is our sole mediator and intercessor 
b. He is God and man: man so that we men can have access to God 
c. Saints are actually dishonored by utilizing them as intercessors/mediators 
d. Hebrews is quoted extensively here 
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Ecclesiology (27-35) 
27. The One, Holy Catholic Church (attributes) 

a. One: a single church 
b. Holy: washed and sanctified by Christ and his Spirit 
c. Catholic: universal, from the beginning of the world to its end 

i. Not confined, bound, or limited to a single place, person, or time 
d. It is “preserved by God” 

28. Obligations of Church Members 
a. Outside of the church there is no salvation 
b. Christians are obligated to join a true church 
c. Withdrawing of it is contrary to God’s will 

29. The Marks of a church and of a Christian 
a. Visible/invisible distinction (yet not using those exact words) 
b. Marks: preaching, administration of the sacraments, and discipline 
c. Marks of a Christian: faith, sanctification, love, etc. 
d. Marks of a false church: non-Scriptural authority recognized, not bound by Christ’s commands, 

impure administration of sacraments, persecution of true Christians, etc. 
e. “These two churches are easy to distinguish” 

30. Church Polity 
a. Jesus taught us church government 
b. Ministers, elders, and deacons must be in a church to preserve true religion/doctrine and to 

discipline false teaching – upheld by good order 
c. They are to be elected 

31. Church Officers 
a. Chosen by election, with prayer, and in good order 
b. Men must wait for a calling 
c. Ministers “have the same power and authority” under Christ (they are equal in office) 
d. Christians are to esteem ministers and elders and be at peace with them 

32. Church Discipline 
a. Human regulations cannot bind consciences  
b. Excommunication should be practiced according to God’s word 

33. The Sacraments 
a. God ordained sacraments to seal promises, pledge his grace to us, and nourish/sustain our faith 
b. They are “visible signs and seals” of internal/invisible realities through the power of the Spirit 
c. Two sacraments are commanded by Christ – baptism and the Lord’s Supper 

34. Baptism 
a. No more shedding of blood after the cross 
b. Baptism “sets us apart” from the world 
c. It witnesses/seals to us the grace of our Father 
d. It signifies the washing away of sins by Christ’s blood 
e. Ministers give the visible, Christ gives the invisible aspect 

i. Invisible: salvation and all its blessings 
f. One baptism – not repeated 
g. It is profitable “throughout our entire lives” 
h. Christ died for kids too: thus they ought to receive the sign/sacrament 
i. “Baptism does for our kids what circumcision did for the Jewish people” 

 
 
 
 
 



 
Study Guide: Candidacy Exam URCNA (S. Lems, June, 2007) 

30 

35. The Lord’s Supper 
a. Christ instituted it to “nourish and sustain” Christians 
b. Bread/wine nourish us physically; Jesus crucified body/poured out blood nourish us spiritually 
c. The bread/wine represent to us the spiritual/heavenly bread 
d. In the Supper, by faith, we receive into our souls the “true body and blood of Christ” 
e. Christ’s own natural body and blood is eaten and drunk by the Spirit through faith 

i. It is a “spiritual table” 
f. Though the sign and thing signified are joined together, not all receive them both 

i. Unbelievers do not 
ii. Christ’s true body and blood is only communicated to believers 

g. The Supper is also a remembrance and communion of the saints 
The State 

36. The Civil Government28 
a. God ordained civil magistrate to keep the world in good order 
b. Rulers should promote peace and allow the gospel to be preached 
c. They should not exercise absolute authority 
d. We should honor, respect, and obey the government, and pay taxes 

Eschatology 
37. The Last Judgment 

a. The day is unknown yet appointed by God 
b. In that day the number of the elect will be complete 
c. Jesus will “burn this old world…in order to cleanse it” 
d. Everyone will be judged—resurrected to stand before the tribunal of God 
e. All will give account of their deeds 
f. This is terror for the wicked but “very pleasant and a great comfort” for Christians 

i. Wicked will be sent to eternal damnation 
ii. Elect will be crowned with glory and honor and given unimaginable glory  

g. We look forward to this day with longing 

                                                 
28 Note the 1910, 1938, and 1958 CRC synodical decisions to take out a statement in the BCF that the government should promote Jesus’ 
kingdom and destroy idolatry and false worship of the Antichrist.  The 1985 Synod also removed a phrase that denounced “Anabaptists 
and other anarchists.”  Be ready to briefly discuss your position on these issues. 
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CONFESSIONAL KNOWLEDGE 
 The Heidelberg Catechism  

 
The catechism was written in 1563 by Ursinus and Olevian.  Elector Frederick III of the Palatinate requested the 
drafting of this catechism to promote religious unity in the Palatinate and for a teaching tool.29  It was later divided 
into 52 sections for Lord’s Day teaching and translated into many languages.  The Synod of Dort approved the HC 
in 1618-19.  Note the structure of guilt, grace, gratitude and how it generally follows the outline of Romans.  Also note 
the anti-Lutheran and Rome emphasis (particularly in the Lord’s Supper, transubstantiation and ubiquity).  Many 
Lutherans reacted very harshly to the HC after it was written. Further note: memorize it!  The more notable Q/A’s 
include: 1, 2, 19, 21, 31, 45, 54, 60, 61, 66, 74, 83, 86, 91, 113, and 116. 
 
A brief note on Olevian (b. 1536)30 – He came to agree with reformation principles as a teenager (around 18 or so).  
At one point, around this time, he almost drowned so he vowed to become a preacher (instead of a lawyer).  He was 
imprisoned in Trier for preaching Protestant doctrine (1559).  Frederick III sent money and Olevian was released 
and went to Heidelberg to preach primarily but also to teach and assist in writing the HC. 
 
A brief note on Ursinus (b. 1534) – Studied under Melanchthon for 7 years in the 1550’s.  During this time, Ursinus 
rubbed shoulders with such Reformers as Peter Martyr.  He came to Heidelberg in 1561 to teach at the college there 
(Ursinus was 27).   Though Ursinus loved Melancthon, he was not a Lutheran, but a Calvinist.  Many scholars note 
that Ursinus was the chief or primary author of the HC, though it was a team endeavor. 
 
 Introduction (1, 2)31 

1. Misery (3-11) (LD’s 2-4) 
a. Misery known (3-5, 7-9) 

i. From the law (3-4) 
ii. From experience (5, 7-9) 

b. Misery contrasted with God’s character (6, 10, 11) 
i. His goodness (6) 
ii. His justice (10) 
iii. His mercy (11) 

2. Deliverance (12-85) (LD 5-31) 
a. By satisfaction: accomplishment of redemption (12-19) 

i. Demand for satisfaction (12) 
ii. Those who cannot satisfy (13-14) 
iii. He who satisfies (15-18) 
iv. Knowledge of the satisfaction (19) 

b. By faith: application of redemption (20-85) 
i. Character of faith (20-21) 
ii. Content of faith: the Apostle’s Creed (22-58) 

1. Father and creation (25-28) 
2. Son and deliverance (29-52) 

a. His titles (29-34) 
 
 
 
 

                                                 
29 In the introduction to one of the first editions of the Catechism, Frederick III wrote that the catechism was drafted to promote the 
temporal and eternal welfare of his subjects, to train the youth (who were not being properly trained), and for pastors and teachers to have 
a fixed form (see Three Men Came to Heidelberg, by T. Van Halsema). 
30 This was the same year that Calvin wrote the first edition of the Institutes. 
31 This outline is from Dr. Godfrey. 
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b. His life and work (35-52) 
i. Birth (35-36) 
ii. Death (37-44) 
iii. Resurrection (45) 
iv. Ascension (46-51) 
v. Second coming (52) 

c. Spirit and sanctification (53-58) 
3. Fruit of faith: Justification (59-64) 
4. Source of faith: Preaching (65) 
5. Confirmation and strengthening of faith (66-85) 

a. Sacraments (66-82) 
i. In general (66-68) 
ii. Baptism (69-74) 
iii. Lord’s Supper (75-82) 

b. Keys of the Kingdom (83-85) 
i. Preaching (84) 
ii. Discipline (85) 

3. Gratitude (86-129) (LD 32-52) 
a. Reasons for gratitude (86-87) 
b. Character of gratitude (88-129) 

i. Repentance (88-115) 
1. In general (88-91) 
2. Law: 10 Commandments (92-113) 

a. First table (94-103) 
b. Second table (114-115) 

3. Prayer (116-129) 
a. In general (116-118) 
b. Lord’s Prayer (119-129) 
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CONFESSIONAL KNOWLEDGE 
The Canons of Dort (1618-19) 

 
The Canons were written in 1618-1619 in reaction to Arminius and his followers, sometimes called the 
Remonstrants.  In 1610, the Remonstrants drafted 5 points: election based on foreseen faith, universal atonement, 
partial depravity, resistible grace, and the possibility of falling from grace/salvation.  Side note: F. Gomarus was an 
early Calvinist opponent of Arminius.  Dort was a national synod with an international character: it included 26 
delegates from eight foreign countries.  A church order was also written; the same order greatly influenced our 
present church order.  There are five points in the Canons: ULTIP (Unconditional election, Limited atonement, 
Total depravity, Irresistible grace, and Perseverance of the saints).  Some of the more notable articles include the 
following: I.6, 15, 17; II.3, 7; III/IV.4, 8, 12, 16;  V.1, 4, 9-10. 
 

I. Unconditional election and reprobation 
1. God’s right to condemn all people (1) 
2. But God showed his love in Christ (2) 
3. Preaching of the gospel is the means God uses to bring his elect in (3) 
4. Some believe the gospel, some don’t (4) 
5. Faith is a gift; unbelief is man’s fault (5) 
6. Election is based on God’s eternal decision; reprobation includes “leaving” unbelievers (6) 
7. Definition of election (7) 
8. There is one election (8) 
9. Election is not based on foreseen faith (9) 
10. Election is based on God’s good pleasure (10) 
11. Election is unchangeable (11) 
12. Assurance of being elect is possible (12) 
13. Fruit of assurance is joy and obedience (13) 
14. We must teach election carefully w/o inquisition into God’s secret ways (14) 
15. Reprobation: God passed some by to leave them and to punish them (15) 
16. Responding to the teaching of reprobation: stress gospel and means of grace (16) 
17. Believers “ought not to doubt” the election of their child who dies in infancy (17) 
18. Proper attitude towards election/reprobation (18) 
Rejection of Errors 
19. We reject that God elected those to salvation who would persevere  
20. We reject many kinds of election or non-salvific election32 
21. We reject that God’s electing choice included obedience and to reward that obedience 
22. We reject that there is some sort of condition in election 
23. We reject election based on foreseen faith as condition 
24. We reject that election is not eternal 
25. We reject that there is no assurance 
26. We reject that God did not act in justice in election/reprobation 
27. We reject that God sends his word to people more worthy than others 
II. Limited Atonement: Christ’s death and our redemption  
1. God’s justice requires that man’s sin must be paid in eternity body and soul 
2. God in his mercy provided satisfaction in Christ – who died in our stead 
3. Jesus’ death is of infinite value and “more than sufficient” to atone for the sins of the world 
4. It is infinite because Jesus was perfect/holy man and also eternal Son of God 
5. We must proclaim the gospel to all people everywhere 
6. Unbelief is the fault of man, not God 
7. Faith is a gift of God 
8. Jesus redeemed “those who were chosen from eternity” out of all peoples of all times 

                                                 
32 Contra FV! 
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9. This is the fulfillment of God’s plan 
Rejection of Errors 
10. We reject that God sent Jesus to die for no specific people 
11. We reject that Christ did not establish a covenant of grace in his death 
12. We reject that Christ simply made salvation easier leaving the rest up to human will 
13. We reject that Christ made salvation possible now by the imputation of faith 
14. We reject universalism 
15. We reject that God gave all grace to believe in Jesus’ death, but only some responded 
16. We reject that Jesus did not have to die 
 III/IV Total Depravity and Irresistible Grace (note: III and IV are together) 
1. The effects of the fall on humanity 
2. The spread of corruption not by imitation (contra Pelagius) 
3. Total inability to believe or do good without the Spirit’s regenerating work 
4. The light of nature affirmed; yet it is inadequate for salvation 
5. Man cannot attain salvation by the 10 commandments/law (1st use) 
6. The gospel alone saves 
7. God’s freedom in revealing the gospel 
8. The “serious” and “genuine” call of the gospel  
9. Humans are responsible for rejecting the gospel 
10. Conversion is God’s work alone 
11. The Spirit enlightens minds/hearts and “infuses new qualities into the will” 
12. Regeneration is a supernatural work of God alone 
13. We cannot fully understand how regeneration works 
14. God gives faith to people: faith a gift 
15. God owes this grace of faith to no one; also, we should speak favorably about professors of faith33 
16. Regeneration does not act as if people were “blocks and stones;” rather it heals/changes the will 
17. God uses means in regeneration: the preaching of the gospel, sacraments, and discipline 
Rejection of Errors 
18. We reject that original sin is not enough to condemn the whole human race 
19. We reject that pre-fall Adam did not have good dispositions and virtues 
20. We reject that the will is able to choose the good  
21. We reject that an unregenerate person is not dead in sins 
22. We reject that man can use natural/common grace gifts to obtain salvation/grace 
23. We reject that faith is not a gift 
24. We reject that conversion is a gentle persuasion and not a radical change (Pelagius) 
25. We reject that God’s grace can be resisted 
26. We reject that grace and free will are concurrent partial causes for conversion 
V The Perseverance of the Saints 
1. Even the regenerate are not sinless 
2. Christians should fight the indwelling remaining sin 
3. God will preserve his people in saving grace to the end 
4. Even Christians are sometimes carried away or fall into sin 
5. Even though such sin offends God, he does not remove saving grace; rather the “awareness” of it for a time 
6. God does not take his Spirit away from his own 
7. By his word and Spirit God renews and strengthens his people 
8. Preservation/perseverance is certain because of God’s immutability, promise, merit of Christ, etc. 
9. We can be assured of this perseverance 
10. The grounds of this assurance: God’s promises, the Spirit’s internal testimony, and desire for good works 
11. We may fall into doubt 
12. Assurance of perseverance is an incentive to godliness 

                                                 
33 Contra FV! 
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13. Assurance does not make people careless or antinomian 
14. God uses means to preserve us: word and sacrament 
15. Everything that opposes God will oppose perseverance 
Rejection of Errors 
16. We reject that perseverance is a condition for believers to meet 
17. We reject that the strength of perseverance is wrought by man 
18. We reject that a true believer can fall away 
19. We reject that a Christian can commit the impardonable sin against the Spirit 
20. We reject that no one can be assured of perseverance 
21. We reject that teaching perseverance produces carelessness 
22. We reject that temporary faith and saving faith are the same 
23. We reject the possibility of multiple re-births 
24. We reject that Christ did not pray that his people would persevere 
Conclusion 
Be sure to read the historical/theological conclusion to the Canons 
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REFORMED DOCTRINE 
Berkhof’s Manual Summarized and Supplemented 

Note: Remember the HC/BC/CoD in these answers as well. Also remember to include Scriptural proof for the 
following doctrines.  For more info, see Muller’s Dictionary of Latin and Greek Theological Terms,  

Louis Berkhof’s Systematic Theology, and Bavinck’s Reformed Dogmatics. 
 

PROLEGOMENA 

� Religion 
o Seated in the heart and “founded in the very nature of man”  

� CoD III/IV.4: there is a certain light of nature remaining in man after the fall, by virtue of 
which he retains some notions about God” 

� Revelation (Principium Cognoscendi Externum) 
o General Revelation  

� One way we know God, yet not his gospel (BCF 2) 
o Special Revelation 

� The way we know God and salvation in Christ  (BCF 2) 
o Scripture 

� Neither mechanical (dictation) inspiration nor dynamical (minus the Spirit) 
� But organic inspiration: fully divine and fully human (Bavinck I.442-3) 
� Plenary/verbal inspiration – inspiration extends to every part and word of Scripture 
� Fourfold perfections/attributes of Scripture (see BCF 5 & 7) 

• Authority, Necessity, Perspicuity, Sufficiency 

� Principium Cognoscendi Internum 
o Faith: see below for definition and more discussion 
o Ground of faith: Scripture and the authority of God 
o Cause of faith: Testimonium spiritus sancti (internal testimony of the Holy Spirit; see BCF 5) 

� We believe Scripture through the testimony of the Spirit 
 

THEOLOGY PROPER 

� God 
o God is a single, simple spiritual being – eternal, invisible, incomprehensible, unchangeable, infinite, 

almighty, wise, just, and good (BCF 1) 
�  Berkhof includes that God is perfect and personal  

o God’s existence: presupposed by the Bible and us 
� Rational proofs for God’s existence: ontological, cosmological, teleological, moral, and 

historical.  Berkhof notes that believers do not need these34 
� Knowing God: only by analogy and salvifically only in Scripture/gospel which cannot be 

proven but believed (BCF 2) 
� Archetypal knowledge: how God knows himself and all things 
� Ectypal knowledge: how we know God and other things 

• These two help us maintain a robust Creator/creature distinction  
o Bavinck: God is all of his attributes all of the time 
o Incommunicable attributes: attributes which have no analogy in man 

� Independent, immutable, omnipotent infinite, eternal, omniscient, immense, and simple  
o Communicable attributes: attributes which have analogy in man 

� Knowledge, wisdom, goodness, love, patience, holiness, righteousness, truthfulness, etc 
 
 

                                                 
34 Berkhof, Systematic Theology, II.26-7 
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o Sovereignty:35 God’s will is the cause of all things36 
� God’s will: secret and revealed (Deut. 29.29) 

• Secret: hidden from man and absolutely fixed 

• Revealed: prescribes the duties of man (law) and the blessings of God (gospel) 

• BCF 13: We should not inquire into his hidden/secret will, but be content with what 
he shows us (revealed will) in his word 

� God’s will in relation to sin: he is not the author 

• He decreed to permit sin for his purposes; God as the author of sin is “a 
blasphemous thought” (CoD I.17; cf. BCF 13) 

• Also note decreed will and the perceptive will (cf. Bavinck II.241, 244-5) 
o “A distinction must be made between the decree and its execution.”37 

� The Trinity 
o One being/substance, three persons: HC 25 – these three distinct persons are one, true, eternal God 

� We do not blend the persons nor divide their essence (Athanasian Creed) 
� BCF 8: one single essence; three eternally distinct persons 
� BCF 9: Scriptural proofs for the Trinity 

o Ontological Trinity: no order or ranking of the Father, Son, and Spirit38 
o Economical Trinity: how Scripture speaks of the Son being the Servant, the Spirit being sent, etc. 

� HC 24: the Father and creation, the Son and redemption, the Spirit and sanctification39 
o Note also the pactum salutis (see below) 
o Filioque: Added to the Nicene Creed; the Spirit proceeds from the Father “and the Son” 

� BCF 11 says that the Spirit “proceeds eternally from the Father and the Son” 

� The Decrees of God 
o There is one degree (archetype) but we can speak in the plural (ectype) (Bavinck, II.374) 
o The decree is wise, eternal, efficacious, unchangeable, all-comprehensive, and permissive with 

reference to sin 
o Predestination (BCF 16; CoD I) 

� Election: God’s eternal purpose to save some of the human race in and by Christ40 

• The HC does not clearly delineate election; it presupposes it (cf. HC 54 and “a 
community chosen for eternal life”) 

• Also note that we were elected so that we would believe/do good works, not because 
we would believe/do good works 

• FV (see also Shepherd) wants to (wrongly we say) view election through covenant 
� Reprobation:41 God’s decree to pass over some people and punish them for sin42 

 
 

                                                 
35 Note: Berkhof lists sovereignty under the communicable attributes of God (see Systematic Theology, II.76). 
36 Also note the decretive and perceptive will of God (listed in Systematic Theology, II.77, under God’s will). 
37 Berkhof, Systematic Theology, II.103. 
38 In ST II.88-9, Berkhof also makes the scholastic opera ad intra (ontological “works” of the Persons) and the opera ad extra (economical 
works of the Persons) distinction. 
39 BCF 9: “We must note the particular works and activities of these three persons in relation to us.” 
40 Canons of Dort I.7: “Before the foundation of the world, by sheer grace, according to the free good pleasure of his will, he chose in 
Christ a definite number of particular people out of the entire human race, which had fallen by its own fault from its original innocence 
into sin and ruin…[they were] neither better nor more deserving…but…in common misery.  He did this in Christ, whom he also 
appointed from eternity to be the mediator, the head of all those chosen, and the foundation of their salvation…he decided to give [them 
salvation], to call and draw them into…fellowship by the Word and Spirit… 
41 Berkhof notes the two-fold distinction of reprobation: preterition (passing by) and (pre)condemnation (punishment) (ST, II.116). 
42 Canons I.15: …God decided to “leave [the reprobate] in the common misery…which…they have plunged themselves by their own 
fault…[he decided] not to grant them saving faith and the grace of conversion, but to finally condemn and eternally punish them…for their 
unbelief….[and] all their other sins… 
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o Infra- and Supra-lapsarian positions 
� Supra: election/reprobation decree precedes decree to create 
� Infra: election/reprobation decree follows decree to create  

• The CoD sounds infra: Before the foundation of the world, God chose a definite 
number of people out of the whole human race who had fallen… (I.7) 

� Creation in General 
o A Triune work, reject deism and pantheism, maintain Creator/creature distinction, etc. 

� Purpose of creation: primary – God’s glory, secondary – man’s good 
� Ex nihilo: God created all things out of nothing (BCF 12) 

o Angels 
� Created during the 6 days; have different “classes” (cherubim, seraphim, etc.) 
� Some fell; some are elect (BCF 12) 

o Note the different positions on the 6 days of creation; be ready to discuss/defend 
� The HC cites the “six days” phrase in 92, though its confessional status should be taken in 

the same way, perhaps, as Paul being the author of Hebrews or David as the author of the 
Psalms (BCF 4) 

� See Bavinck I.444ff, II.484 
� Remember also the sun standing still (a geocentric/accommodated description), Copernicus 

vs the Church, and the theological (not geological) purpose of Scripture 

� Providence 
o HC 27 – the almighty and ever present power of God by which he upholds, as with his hand, 

heaven and earth and all creatures… 
o BCF 12-13 – God sustains/governs all things…no such thing as chance/fortune 

� BCF 13 – God leads and governs all things by his holy will; nothing happens without his 
“orderly arrangement” 

� BCF 13 and HC 26-27 say that providence is amazingly comforting for the Christian 
o Preservation – God upholds all things 
o Concurrence – God “co-operates with all his creatures and causes them to act as they do”43 
o Government – God rules all things 

 
ANTHROPOLOGY 

� Human Nature 
o Dichotomy (body/soul) better than trichotomy (body/soul/spirit)44 
o The human soul:  

� Traducianism: souls are propagated with bodies by parents  
� Creationism: souls are created at conception (Berkhof favors creationism) 

� Imago Dei 
o Rome: pre-lapsum man needed a supernatural gift to “check” lower passions 

� The lower nature of man (dona naturalia) had a tendency to sin called concupiscence 
� The higher nature of man (donum superadditum) was a gift added to “check” concupiscence  

o Lutheran: similar to Reformed but says that man completely lost imago post-lapsum  
o Reformed: HC 6 – God created man in true righteousness, knowledge and holiness (pre-lapsum) 

� Imago dei means that we are analogues of God; it includes our bodies and souls, our 
spiritual nature, our psychical nature, our somatic nature, and our judicial nature45 

� BCF 14: God made man in his image/likeness: good, just, and holy; able by his own will to 
conform in all things to the will of God 

                                                 
43 Calvin and “secondary causes” also fit here.  Concursus is the scholastic Latin term. 
44 A tally of the phrase “body and soul” in the HC would be telling: needless to say, the HC clearly teaches dichotomy, that humans are 
made up of body and soul. 
45 See Berkhof, ST, II.207. 
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� Broad: all men have some remains of the imago dei 

• BCF 14 “small traces” remain; CoD III/IV.4: “certain light of nature” remains 
� Narrow: only believers are conformed to Christ (righteousness/knowledge/holiness) 

• HC 86: Christ by his Spirit is renewing us to be like himself 
o Covenant of Works 

� Note the parties, promise, condition, penalty, and sacrament46 

• The HC acknowledges that perfect obedience is required to gain eternal life 

• “Righteousness which can pass God’s scrutiny must be entirely perfect and in every 
way measure up to the divine law” (HC 62) 

• Also note how the HC and BCF talk about Jesus’ merits and holy works that are 
credited to our account by faith 

� CoW post-lapsum shows up in a typological, pedagogical way in the Mosaic administration of 
the covenant of grace and still demands perfect obedience even today (republication) 

� “The doctrine of the covenant of grace stands or falls on the doctrine of the covenant of 
works” (Bavinck) 

� Note that in the 20th century, many in Reformed/Dutch Reformed circles started rejecting 
the covenant of works.  This now shows up in the FV and other circles 

� The Fall 
o HC 9: man, in reckless disobedience, tempted by the devil, robbed himself and all his decedents of 

these gifts 
� BCF 14: “Man willingly subjected himself to sin…lending his ear” to the devil’s word 

o Definition: “lack of conformity to the law of God;” sin is contra deum  
� Note also that sin is not an ontological problem (Rome), but an ethical/covenantal one 

o Actual sin: includes sinful deeds and also sinful thoughts and inclinations  
o Original sin (sinful from conception on) has two elements (cf. HC 7, BCF 14) 

� Guilt: a forensic aspect of sin which makes people liable to just punishment for it 
� Pollution: a moral aspect of sin which means people are sinful creatures by birth 

o Unpardonable sin: active hatred and slandering of the Holy Spirit’s testimony of Christ 
� Cannot be committed by Christians  

o Total depravity – the whole person (heart/soul/mind) is corrupt47 
� Man’s “entire nature” is corrupt (BCF 14) 
� HC 5 “I have a natural tendency to hate God and my neighbor” 
� CoD III/IV.1, 3: all people are inclined to evil, dead in sin, etc. 

o Total inability – HC: unable to do any saving good and inclined toward all evil by nature 
� BCF 14: “man is nothing but the slave of sin” 
� HC 8: “we are totally unable to do any good and inclined toward all evil” 
� CoD III.IV.1, 3: people are “neither willing nor able to return to God” 

o Adam was the federal representative of the human race (BCF 14, cf. CoD III/IV.2) 
� Immediate imputation: when Adam sinned, the guilt of his sin was naturally imputed to those 

whom he represented (this is preferable to mediate because it stands in close relation to 
justification and Jesus’ person/work) 

� Mediate imputation: the guilt of Adam’s sin is not directly imputed – people are guilty because 
of the sin passed down, not imputed to them 

� The Covenant of Redemption (Pactum Salutis) 
o A covenant between the Father and the Son that the Son would be the representative of his people 

and earn their salvation and pay for their sins and apply this redemption to them by the Holy Spirit 
� Christ is the surety—legally responsible to meet obligations  

                                                 
46 Note Vos and Kline here, and read Berkhof, ST, II.211ff; Turretin is also good on covenant of works/grace definitions. 
47 The “noetic” effects of the fall have to do with the mind/brain. 
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o The covenant of redemption is the archetype for the ectypes (works/grace) 
� “The covenant of redemption makes the covenant of grace possible”48 

o Note also the parties, requirements, promises, conditions, etc. of the pactum salutis 

� The Covenant of Grace49 
o The CoG began after the fall: made with Christ and God’s people (cf. HC 19, 74, 82, etc) 
o The covenant of grace was a covenant of works for Christ; the covenant of grace is the outcome, the 

benefit of Christ’s active and passive obedience 
o It is the means and the end, the way to fellowship and the fellowship between the church and Christ 
o The promises of the CoG are temporal and eternal 
o The requirements of the CoG are not meritorious; faith can be considered a condition as long as it is 

clear that faith is a gift of God (Turretin uses his helpful note of “we distinguish” between faith as a 
condition and not as a condition) 

o The CoG is gracious, Trinitarian, eternal, unchangeable, particular, and similar in content but not 
necessarily form (Abrahamic and Mosaic, for example) 

� Unity: people, purpose, and promise 
o Conditional and unconditional: it is conditional on Jesus’ work and in a non-meritorious way upon 

our faith; it is unconditional because the works aspect is not binding on believers 
o Christ is the mediator of the CoG: the Lord/head and Servant/worker 
o Membership in the CoG50 

� Adults: faith/confession 
� Infants: by birth/baptism (HC 74, BCF 34) 

• OT/NT continuity: children are members of the covenant  

• “Baptism does for our children what circumcision did for the Jewish people (BCF 
34) 

• CoD I.17: Children of believers are holy by virtue of the gracious covenant they’re in 
� Others: an external/internal distinction is OK 

• Not all who are baptized and set apart are saved, yet they enjoy some temporal 
blessings of the CoG (like OT Israel in many ways) 

o Different forms or dispensations of the CoG 
� Gen 3:15, Noah (covenant of common grace), Abrahamic (families included – also not 

circumcision), Moses (grace the foundational aspect, works the typological/pedagogical, a 
temporary geopolitical theocracy), NT (New Covenant: all nations) 

� Note that the Mosaic covenant was an administration of the covenant of grace with an 
embedded works principle (republication of the CoW) 

• Foundational: salvation by grace through faith etc. 

• Typological/temporal/pedagogical: works – stay in the land or get kicked out 

 
CHRISTOLOGY 

� The Natures of Christ 
o He must be true man, body and soul, and true God to secure our salvation (see BCF 26) 

� A human must pay for sin and earn salvation, but no mere human can bear the weight of 
God’s wrath against sin and release others from it (HC 15-17) 

o There is one person of Christ and two natures 
� BCF 10: One essence and coeternal with the Father; the Son of God “assumed our nature” 
� BCF 19: The Son has been “inseparably united with human nature” 

                                                 
48 Berkhof, Manual of Reformed Doctrine, 151. 
49 Note: in Reformed theology, the CoG is referred to as “the covenant;” yet in the midst of the current covenant conundrum, be sure to 
note that language of “the covenant” is not always, but can be, an implicit rejection of the CoW. 
50 Perhaps be ready to refute FV teaching here. 
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• “There are two natures united in a single person, with each nature retaining its own 
distinct properties” 

o Communicatio idiatum: the properties person of Christ has divine and human properties 
� Contra Lutherans, we cannot attribute properties of the divine nature to the human nature 

and vice-versa; we attribute divine and human properties to his person  
o The extra calvinisticum: divinity is beyond the bounds of an not limited to humanity (HC 48) 

• Christ’s humanity is “not now on earth;” only his divinity, grace, majesty and Spirit 
are always with us (HC 47; see also BCF 19) 

� The States of Christ 
o Humiliation: Incarnation, life-long suffering, descent into hell, death, and burial (HC, BCF) 
o Exultation: Resurrection, ascension, session, and return (HC, BCF) 

� The Offices of Christ 
o Prophet, priest, and king (see HC 31) 

� The Atonement 
o Its Cause: the good pleasure (eudokia) of God  
o Its Necessity:51 God’s justice demands it: only the death of God’s Son could pay for sin (HC 40) 
o Its Nature: objective, substitutionary, and satisfactory (HC 37-39, BCF 20-21, CoD II.2,3) 

� Active and Passive obedience: double imputation  
� Jesus “set us free” and “gained/merited for us righteousness and eternal life” (HC 37) 
� Jesus appeased the Father’s wrath and made full satisfaction (BCF 21) 
� Jesus has done “holy works for us and in our place” (BCF 22) 
� The obedience of Christ is ours through faith (BCF 23) 
� Sum: the BCF and HC teach the active and passive obedience of Christ 
� Some terms to remember 

• Expiation: covering/removing of guilt 

• Propitiation: appeasing/removing God’s wrath 

• Reconciliation: enmity/alienation is gone 

• Vicarious: substitutionary 
o Its Extent: the elect and only the elect  

� HC speaks about Jesus’ death for “us;” that is, Christians 
� See CoD II 

 
PNEUMATOLOGY52 

� The Holy Spirit 
o The economical work of the Spirit : he applies salvation and sanctifies God’s people 

� HC 53: He, as well as the Father and the Son, is eternal God 
� HC 53: He has been given to me personally, so that by true faith, he makes me share in 

Christ and all his blessings, comforts me, and remains with me forever 
� See also BCF 11: He is true and eternal God, as the Scriptures teach us 

o General operation: non-salvifically 
o Special operation: salvifically 

� This is where the Three Forms place the most emphasis; for example, note how the HC 
discusses the Spirit and Jesus’ incarnation, the sacraments, and our sanctification  

� Common Grace 
o Definition of grace (contra Rome’s ontological view): an attribute, attitude, and active work of God 

� Note common and saving grace – their distinction 

                                                 
51 Finer points: hypothetically necessary (Athanasius, Augustine, etc) and absolutely necessary (3 Forms) (see Berkhof, ST, 369f).  
Consequent absolute necessity teaches that since God chose to save some, he had to do it the way he did it. 
52 I have altered Berkhof’s order here in attempt to make the outline easier to memorize. 
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o Three points: 1) favorable attitude of God towards all people, 2) restraint of sin by the Spirit’s 
operation, and 3) general non-salvific gifts/blessings and ability to do non-salvific good 

� Remember the 1924 PRC beginnings: Hoeksema’s dislike of common grace 
o Operation of common grace: general revelation, government, public opinion, natural law, etc. 
o Effects of common grace: stage for redemption, restraint of sin, sense of morality, civil good, etc. 

� Ordo Salutis53 
o The ordo is objective and subjective, complex and causative (see CoD I.7 for an ordo) 
o Calling: external and internal/efficacious  

� The effectual call is an act, an effective summons, immutable, and heavenly 
� God “effectively calls” the elect, granting them faith and repentance (CoD III/IV.10) 

o Regeneration:54 Fundamental, instantaneous, subconscious change rendered by the Word and Spirit 
� Regeneration is “the new creation, the raising from the dead,” an entirely supernatural work 

– equal to the creation of the world and resurrection from the dead (CoD III/IV.11-12) 
o Conversion: Act of God whereby he causes the regenerated, in their conscious life, to turn to him in 

faith and repentance55  
� Conversion is entirely a work of God (CoD III/IV.10) 

o Faith: note difference b/t historical, miraculous, temporal, and true faith 
� Faith: knowledge, assent, and trust 
� HC 21: What is true faith? (for sure memorize this; see also HC 65 & BCF 22) 
� Faith’s object: generally – Scripture…specifically – gospel  
� Note and reject Rome’s “faith:” assent/implicit faith 

o Repentance: genuine sorrow for sin, hating it more and more, and running away from it (HC 89) 
o Assurance: of the essence of faith (cultivated by means of grace, prayer, etc) 

� The Holy Spirit assures me of eternal life (HC 1) 
� Faith is “a deep rooted assurance created in me by the Spirit through the gospel (HC 21) 
� “Assurance…is given to the elect in due time, though by various stages and in differing 

measure” Assurance comes not by searching God’s secret will, but by noticing a joy and the 
fruits of election – faith, sorrow for sin, a desire to do good works, etc (CoD I.12-13) 

� See also CoD V.8-13 for a more extensive treatment of assurance 
� Also note how the sacraments “assure” us that our salvation is all of/in Christ (HC 67)  

o Instrument: faith is the sole instrument that apprehends Christ’s merits 
� Note clearly that a definition of faith does not include work/love 
� HC: faith “receives” and “accepts” (passive language) (HC 60, 61) 
� “Faith is the instrument by which we embrace Christ…faith is the instrument that keeps us 

in communion with Christ” (BCF 22) 
o Justification: the legal act of God by which he declares the sinner righteous on the basis of the perfect 

righteousness of Christ (it is a one-time act) 
� Justification from eternity? Distinguish between the ideal counsel of God and what is 

worked out in history (don’t let supra swallow infra!) 
� Grounds of justification: the active and passive obedience of Christ  
� Imputation: righteousness is imputed (an act of attribution)  

• Remember “alien” righteousness; reject infused righteousness 
� Justification is soteriological, forensic, and definitive, (contra NPP and some FV) 
 
 

                                                 
53 Berkhof notes the difference b/t the judicial and the re-creative acts of God (Westminster language – act and work).  The former are 
legal and have to do with guilt, the former are more ethical and have to do with pollution.  The former constitute the basis for the latter 
(Berkhof, ST, II.419). 
54 Note: the definition of regeneration evolved a bit in Reformed theology.  For example, Calvin used it in a comprehensive sense which 
included conversion and sanctification (Berkhof, Manual, 236). 
55 Berkhof, Manual, 243. 
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o Adoption: a legal act of God by which he declares a justified believer to be a son/daughter 
� We are adopted children of God – adopted by grace through Christ (HC 33) 

o Sanctification: the gracious, continuous operation of the Spirit by which he purifies us, renews us in 
God’s image, and enables us to do good works56 

� God is the author, it has to do with pollution/morality, not guilt/legal, and it is life-long 
� Two parts: mortification and vivification (HC 88-90) 
� Be sure to CLEARLY distinguish b/t justification (legal) and sanctification (ethical) 
� Even the most holy in this life have only a small beginning of obedience, yet they do, with all 

seriousness of purpose, begin to live according to all of the commandments (HC 114) 
� Remember how the CoD speaks about falling into sin yet not falling away (CoD V) 

o Preservation/Perseverance: the continuous operation of the Spirit in the believer that is continued and 
brought to completion – the elect will never fall away 

� HC 54: Jesus “gathers, protects, and preserves for himself” his own to eternal life 
� See also CoD V 

 
ECCLESIOLOGY 

o The Church 
o Definition: 

� Invisible: elect (HC 54-55)57 
� Visible: community of professing Christians 
� Also note that the HC and BCF primarily speak of the invisible church; yet the BCF does say 

at one point that the church is a “mixed” assembly (art. 29) 
o Nature of the church 

� Local, particular people of God (specific) 
� Universal people of God (general; see HC 54) 

o Essence of the church 
� Rome: papacy 
� Reformed: invisible, spiritual communion of the saints 

o Many-sided character of the church 
� Militant and triumphant 
� Visible and invisible 
� Organism and Organization 

o Attributes of the church (BCF 27) 
� One/Unity – spiritual unity of doctrine and faith 
� Holy – set apart 
� Catholic – worldwide and from beginning to end of world 

o Marks of the church (BCF 29) 
� Preaching the gospel, sacraments, and discipline 

o Power of the church 
� Spiritual – full of the Spirit 
� Ministerial (not magisterial) – submissive to Christ 
� Teaching: following the apostles; creeds/confessions fall under here 
� Governing: following Christ’s command and the good order of things 
� Judicial: keys/discipline 
� Mercy: deaconate 

 
 

                                                 
56 What are good works? HC: that which is done out of true faith, conforms to God’s law, is done for his glory and not based on what we 
think is right or tradition/custom. 
57

 Remember that the FV doesn’t like the visible/invisible distinction.  
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o Government (BCF 30-32) 
o Erastian (state), Episcopal (bishops), Rome (pope), Congregational (people) 
o Presbyterian/Reformed 

� Christ as only head, in heaven 
� Rule by word and Spirit 
� Local church is primary, but not in a congregational/baptistic way 

o Officers 
� Extraordinary: Apostles, prophets, evangelists 
� Ordinary: Elders, teachers, deacons, ministers 
� Note here the internal/external calling 

o Assemblies (not hierarchical)  
� Consistories (local/narrow) 
� Classis (broader) 
� Synod (most broad) 

o Means of Grace 
o Means God has promised he will bless to accomplish his saving purposes 

� God uses means to regenerate and sanctify us; we should not tear apart what God has put 
closely together – grace through means (CoD III/IV.17; cf. V.14) 

� Faith comes through the means of preaching the gospel (HC 65) 
o It is a co-mingling of the preached word and the Holy Spirit 

� Remember the law and gospel distinction (HC structure; CoD II.5-6) 
o Preaching is primary (it creates faith – HC 65) 
o Sacraments depend upon the word; they are “added to the word of the gospel” (BCF 33) 

� Faith is “confirmed” and we are assured of it through the use of the sacraments (HC 65, 67) 
� A sacrament is a holy sign and seal for us to see; instituted by God so that by our use of 

them he might make us understand more clearly the promises of the gospel and put his seal 
on those promises (HC 66; cf. BCF 33) 

o Sign:58 the thing that we see/taste/smell (bread/wine/water) 
o Thing signified: the thing that saves (Christ’s crucified body/blood; the gospel) 

� OT sacraments signified the same things as NT ones; the sign was different 
� By faith we partake of the thing signified through the sign 

o Seal: a divine pledge of certainty stamped on the gospel-promise (HC 66) 
o Be sure to study HC 65-81 and BCF 33-35 for more on the sign/seal/thing signified discussion 

o Baptism (Instituted by Christ) 
o Note: circumcision and baptism signified and sealed the same gospel promise (BCF 35) 
o Sign/Mode: not essentially important (contra Baptists); the 3 Forms don’t weigh in 
o Thing signified: the blood and Holy Spirit of Christ – washing away our sins (HC 69-70) 
o Administration: legitimate baptism is one administered by a “duly accredited minister and in the name 

of the triune God” (Berkhof) 
o Subjects: Adults – converted later in life 

� Infants – based on Abrahamic covenant and “to you and your children” 

• Infants are God’s people and are members of his covenant…they, no less than 
adults, are promised forgiveness and the Holy Spirit who produced faith (HC 74) 

• BCF 34: Christ shed his blood for children as well as adults; “baptism does for our 
children what circumcision did for the Jewish people” (cf. CoD. I.17) 

� Grounds for baptizing infants?  Covenant of Grace 
o Note how the FV says that baptism confers all the benefits of union with Christ, yet those benefits 

are losable59 

                                                 
58 Some within the FV movement do not like the sign/seal discussion. 
59 The BCF and HC do not at all speak in those terms; “wicked persons” do not receive the thing signified (BCF 35). 
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o Lord’s Supper (Instituted by Christ) 
o Sign: bread and wine 
o Thing Signified: Jesus’ death, participation in the crucified Christ, spiritual nourishment, mystical union 
o By faith, we partake of the thing signified through the sign  
o Different views: 

� Rome: transubstantiation/Aristotelian view 
� Lutheran: ubiquity/consubstantiation 
� Zwingli: pledge/remembrance 
� Calvin: real presence of Christ’s natural body and blood is partaken of, but the elements are 

signs of the body/blood, not the transformed body/blood 
� Christ is presented and represented in the Supper 

o Subjects: believers, those who understand the things of God (sin/misery/gospel) 
� HC 81:  Those can partake who are displeased w/themselves b/c of their sin yet 

nevertheless trust in Christ and forgiveness in his name  
� BCF 35: The Supper is for those “born again,” for “believers;” it is a confession of our faith 

and one should “examine” himself before partaking. 

• These words cannot properly be said of a 2 year old, for example 
� Comical note: BCF 35 assumes that those partaking of the Supper are able to “hold the 

sacraments in our hands” 
� Be ready to discuss paedo-communion! 

 
ESCHATOLOGY 

o Individual Eschatology 
o Physical death: separation of body and soul (HC 57) 
o Christians’ dying: puts an end to sinning and is an entrance to eternal life (is not a payment for the 

debt of sin) (see HC 42) 
o Intermediate state 

� Not purgatory, not annihilation, not limbus patrum or infantum, not a second probation 
� A place where the dead are b/t the times 

• Christians: souls go to heaven/blessing 

• Unbelievers: souls go to hell/punishment 
� Our souls go immediately to Christ after death – later (at the parousia), our very flesh…will 

be reunited with my soul and made like Christ’s glorious body (HC 57; cf BC 37) 

o General Eschatology 
o The Parousia 

� Events preceding it 

• Calling of the Gentiles, conversion of “all Israel,” the coming of Antichrist, signs and 
wonders 

� The event itself 

• Day/hour unknown 

• It is a personal, physical, visible, sudden, and glorious parousia (BCF 37) 
� The purpose of the parousia 

• Save the elect and punish the wicked; to bring an end to this world-history (BCF 37) 
o The Millennium 

� Post-mil: Jesus comes after a golden age (millennium) 
� Classical Pre-mil: Jesus comes before the millennium wherein he will reign from Jerusalem 

for 1000 years 
� Dispensational Pre-mil: Includes rapture and 7 year tribulation period  
� Amil: now is the millennium  
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o The Resurrection 
� It is a bodily resurrection of the just and the unjust (BCF 37) 

• The just will enjoy, body and soul, the bliss of heaven 

• the unjust will suffer, body and soul, the wrath of God in hell 
o Final Judgment (BCF 37) 

� Christ is the Judge; the saints and angels are also called judges 
� Christ will judge the “sheep and the goats” 
� All people will be judged: unbelievers by law, believers by gospel 

o The Final State (HC 52) 
� Hell: a real existence where the unjust will suffer eternal anguish 
� Heaven: the new creation where the just will enjoy bliss and reward 
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CHURCH HISTORY 
The History of Christian Doctrines: A Summary of L. Berkhof, B. Hagglund, and J. N. D. Kelly60  I’ve bolded the most 

important ones, yet all of these should be known well. 
 
1. Perversions of the gospel in the early church 

a. Ebionites (2nd C):  
i. A continuation of Paul’s Judaistic opponents; held to Mosaic laws 
ii. Said all Christians should be circumcised 
iii. Had a heretical Christology (Christ not divine; no virgin birth) 

b. Gnosticism:  
i. Taught a false spirit/matter dualism 
ii. Spiritualized the resurrection 
iii. Emphasized secret knowledge and ascent of the soul 

c. Cerinthus (2nd C):  
i. Gnostic who distinguished b/t the human Christ and the “higher spirit” of Christ who came 

at his baptism and left at crucifixion 
ii. Said suffering and death of Christ is incompatible with his divinity 

d. Valentinus (2nd C):  
i. Early Gnostic who stressed secret knowledge  
ii. Taught an “amalgam of speculation and mythology interspersed with scripture”61 

e. Donatism/Donatus (4th C) 
i. Sect that wanted a pure church and opposed worldliness 
ii. Said baptism’s validity depended upon the spiritual status of the administrator  
iii. Augustine opposed their view of the church and validity of baptism 

f. Novatianism/Novatian (3rd C) 
i. Sect that fought the worldliness of the church and advocated a pure church 
ii. Opposed Dynamic and Modalistic Monarchianism yet was not clearly Trinitarian  

g. Marcion (2nd C):  
i. An eclectic Gnostic whom the early church fathers battled  
ii. Said OT God is different than the NT God (justice/mercy) 
iii. Said the NT was only comprised of Luke and 10 epistles of Paul 

h. Montanism/Montanus (2nd C):  
i. He, Prisca, and Maximilla announced they were prophets 
ii. They said the age of the Paraclete and end of the world was near 
iii. They also said the Paraclete-age was one of gifts and prophecy 
iv. They were ascetic – celibacy, fasting, rigid moralists, etc 

i. Paul of Samosota (3rd C):  
i. Espoused Dynamic Monarchianism which stressed the unity of God62 

1. This is also called adoptionism: Christ was just a man whom the Spirit came upon 
ii. Had a heretical view of the Trinity 
iii. Said Christ was worthy of honor, but neither equal to God nor divine 

j. Sabellius (3rd C):  
i. Was a Modalistic Monarchianist63 (Christ was a “mode” of God’s revelation, not a man) 
ii. Taught that God manifests himself in 3 modes 

1. This is called Patripassianism (Father suffers) in the West  
iii. Praxeas taught a similar heresy (3rd C) 

 

                                                 
60 See also Henry Chadwick The Early Church and R. W. Southern The Middle Ages (Penguin history of the church). 
61 Kelly, 24. 
62 Dynamic Monarchianism denied the Son’s consubstantiality with the Father (adoptionism); it was also rationalistic (Hagglund, 73). 
63 Modalistic Monarchianism denied the three distinct persons of the Trinity; it was rationalistic (Hagglund, 73). 
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k. Arius (4th C):  
i. Said that the Son had a beginning 
ii. Was a monotheist with a strong denial of orthodox Trinitarianism 
iii. Denied the deity of Christ; this was condemned in the Nicean Council of 325 
iv. Famous phrase: hn pote ote ouk hn (there was [a time] when he was not) 

l. Mani/Manichaen (4th C) 
i. An eclectic sect that blended Christianity, and non-Christian religions 
ii. Advocated dualism greater than Gnosticism: eternal struggle b/t God and evil  
iii. Augustine belonged to this sect before he was converted 

m. Pelagius (5th C) 
i. British monk who stressed morality 
ii. Denied original sin and total depravity  
iii. Said a person can will the good apart from any grace given by God (though grace may help) 
iv. Hated Augustine’s phrase, “Give what thou commandest, and command what thou wilt” 
v. Note also that the BCF and CoD condemn a few Pelagian views 

n. Apollinarius (4th C) 
i. Denied the true and proper humanity of Christ by overemphasizing his divinity (Word-

flesh)64 
ii. Said man consisted of body/soul/spirit 
iii. Taught that the Logos took the place of the spirit in Jesus’ incarnation  

o. Theodore of Mopsuestia (5th C) 
i. Stressed the complete manhood of Christ 
ii. Was unclear what “person” (proswpon) meant in Christological language  
iii. Cyril (orthodox) opposed him 

p. Nestorius (5th C):  
i. Separated the natures of Christ in his person (two natures are completely distinct) 
ii. Argued against the term theotokos (Cyril’s term) 
iii. Said, “I hold the natures apart but unite the worship” 

q. Eutyches (5th C):  
i. Maintained a fusion of the natures of Christ (a tertium quid) 

1. This is also called the monophysite heresy; the human nature is absorbed by the divine 
ii. Eutyches has a strong anti-Nestorian bias (tried to use Cyril favorably)  
iii. Rejected the orthodox teaching that Christ is “consubstantial with us” 

r. John Cassianus (5th C) 
i. Main architect of semi-pelagianism  
ii. Monk who taught upheld free will and irresistible grace 
iii. His view was condemned at the Synod of Orange (529) 

2. The Apologists and Adversaries of the early church 
a. Irenaeus (2nd C):  

i. Wrote Against Heresies which was an attack on Gnosticism and a defense of Christianity  
ii. Rejected all philosophy; said Christianity was not the true philosophy 
iii. Taught recapitulation – and Adam/Christ relation/parallel  
iv. Stressed the importance of Scripture as a rule/source of truth and faith 

b. Ignatius (2nd C) 
i. Wrote “Epistle to the Ephesians” 
ii. Upheld the deity of Christ 
iii. Fought against Gnosticism and later martyred in Rome (before 117 AD) 

 

                                                 
64 “Word-flesh” emphasized the Word as the subject in the God-man and was not overly interested in the subject of the human soul 
(Alexandrian).  “Word-man” Christology emphasized the reality and completeness of the humanity but hesitated in metaphysical areas 
(Antiochene). 
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c. Polycarp (2nd C) 
i. Early martyr of the faith who was burned as an old man (86 yrs old) 
ii. Was orthodox: “He who denies the resurrection and the judgment is the first-born of Satan” 

d. Justin Martyr (2nd C) 
i. Wrote Dialogue with Trypho the Jew  
ii. Dialogue was autobiographical; was about Justin’s conversion from philosophy to Christianity  
iii. This book also used the OT to show that Jesus was indeed the Messiah 
iv. Said Christianity was the true philosophy  

e. Hippolytius (3rd C):  
i. Wrote The Refutation of All Heresies which rebuked philosophical speculation 
ii. Was orthodox: refuted docetic and modalist Christology  

f. Tertullian (3rd- 4th C):  
i. Zealously opposed philosophical speculation and Gnosticism 
ii. Said, “What does Athens have to do with Jerusalem?” and “The blood of the martyrs is the 

seed of the church” 
iii. First to use terms that defined the 3-in-1 nature of God (one substance, three persons) 
iv. Embraced Montanism later in life 

g. Cyprian (3rd C) 
i. Was one of the first fathers to develop the doctrine of the church 
ii. Said bishops were the apostles’ successors; the church is founded on them both 
iii. Taught extra ecclesium nulla salus 

h. Clement of Alexandria (3rd C):65  
i. Unlike Tertullian, Clement wanted to wed Christianity and philosophy 
ii. Used Greek philosophy to defend the faith; stressed gnosis 
iii. Also taught an early version of what we know as purgatory 
iv. Was Origen’s teacher 

i. Origen (3rd C):  
i. Wrote the Hexapla (the Six-fold) which was a parallel OT Bible with 6 versions 
ii. Merged Christianity and Neo-platonism 
iii. Wrote a large systematic sort of theology which was later declared heretical (553) 
iv. Espoused a sort of allegorical interpretation of Scripture emphasizing the spiritual 
v. Taught that Christ was Satan’s ransom 

j. Hilary of Poitiers (4th C) 
i. Taught that Christ’s death was a satisfaction rendered to God to satisfy penal obligation 
ii. Taught that the two natures of Christ are united in one person  

k. Ambrose (4th C) 
i. Taught that Christ’s death was a sacrifice to satisfy divine justice 
ii. Was heard by Augustine; it affected Augustine greatly 
iii. Was somewhat allegorical yet stressed recapitulation and substitutionary atonement  

l. Athanasius (4th C):  
i. Rejected philosophical speculation 
ii. Orthodox; opposed Arius vigorously concerning the person of Christ 
iii. Taught that the Son had no beginning and was of the same substance as the Father 

1. Anti-Arian phrase: “there was not when he was not” (ouk hn pote ote ouk hn) 
iv. At one time, he was opposed quite severely and had to flee and go into exile 

m. Basil (4th C)  
i. One of the three Cappadocians who upheld Council of Nicea teaching 
ii. Major figure in the Council of Constantinople (381) 
iii. Said the Holy Spirit was of the same substance as the Father and the Son 

 

                                                 
65 Not to be confused with Clement of Rome, who wrote a Christian epistle in the late 1st century 
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n. Gregory of Nyssa (4th C):  
i. One of the three Cappadocians 
ii. Major figure in the Council of Constantinople (381) 
iii. Upheld orthodox teaching of the Trinity; opposed Apollinarius 

o. Gregory of Nazianzus (4th C):  
i. One of the three Cappadocians 
ii. Major figure in the Council of Constantinople (381) 
iii. Strong defender of Trinitarian theology; opposed Apollinarius 

p. Constantine (4th C) 
i. Emperor who sought to unify the church 
ii. Called the first Nicean council (325) 

q. Augustine (4-5th C) 
i. Wrote Confessions, City of God, On Christian Doctrine, De Trinitate, etc. 
ii. Was converted when he was 20-30 years old 
iii. Became bishop of Hippo in 395 
iv. Upheld orthodox trinitarianism (one substance three persons) 
v. Disputed Pelagius on sin and grace: upheld original sin and the necessity of grace 
vi. Also taught what we know as the visible/invisible church distinction 
vii. Taught the sacramental language of sign/thing signified 
viii. Opposed the Donatist view of baptism and church 

r. Chrysostom (4-5th C) 
i. Famous preacher and author (some called him golden tongue/mouth) 
ii. Opposed Appolinarius 
iii. Stressed the unity and catholicity of the Christian church 

s. Antiochene and Alexandrian Schools of thought 
i. Antioch: emphasized historical aspect of Jesus’ earthly, human existence (West) 

1. Theodore of Mopsuestia, Chrysostom and Nestorius are Antiochene 
ii. Alexandria: more philosophical – stressed the metaphysical/spiritual aspect of Jesus (East) 

1. Cyrial and Apollinarius were Alexandrian 
t. Cyril (5th C):  

i. Argued for the term theotokos (against Nestorius and Theodore) 
ii. Cyril stressed the unity of the person of Christ against Nestorius’ separation 
iii. Was (wrongly?) accused of fusing the natures of Christ  
iv. Eutyches tried to use Cyril favorably  

u. Bishop Leo of Rome (5th C):  
i. Reacted to the Eutychian/Nestorian controversy by writing the Tome 
ii. The Tome was an orthodox definition of the person/natures of Christ 
iii. The Tome influenced the Chalcedonian Council (451) 
iv. Believed that his words were equal to St. Peter’s  

v. Monasticism  
i. Originated in the 4th century AD 

1. It began as both individual withdraw and communal withdraw 
ii. St. Benedict (6th century) wrote an influential order 
iii. Taught that the way to achieve holiness was to withdraw from the world 
iv. Monks would labor in prayer, manual labor, remain poor, and usually stay in community 
v. They had different orders with different rules (Benedictine, Fransiscan, Dominicans, etc) 

3. Church Teachers/Leaders of the Early Middle Age 
a. Gregory the Great (6th C) 

i. A “semi-Augustinian” who was very influential; said sin was weakness, not really guilt 
ii. Taught a modified form of predestination and an early version of purgatory 
iii. Refused the title of “Universal Bishop” yet all but exercised his papacy that way 
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b. Monothelites vs Dyothelites (c. 7th C) 
i. Monophysites who said that Christ only had one will because they stressed the unity of the 

person of Christ 
ii. Dyothelites said Christ had two wills: one human and one divine (human submits to the 

divine) 
iii. The duothelite position was maintained at 6th Ecumenical council (680) 

c. John of Damascus (8th C) 
i. Greek Orthodox teacher 
ii. Opposed Leo III’s iconoclastic declaration 
iii. Taught that Jesus’ divinity communicated properties to his human nature (e.g. God suffers) 

d. Bede (8th C) 
i. Wrote Ecclesiastical History of the English People 

e. Gottschalk (9th C) 
i. Upheld a rigorous Augustinian view of double predestination when it was in vogue 
ii. Was opposed by Rabanus and Hincmar  

f. Radbertus vs Ratramnus (9th C) 
i. Radbertus taught a form of early transubstantiation 
ii. Ratramnus taught that Christ was present symbolically and by faith in the Supper 
iii. Both wrote a book called De corpore et sanguine Domini 
iv. Radbertus’ position won the day, and was very influential in the Medieval church 

g. The Crusades 
i. Expeditions from Europe to the Middle East from 1095 to 1291 
ii. The idea was to regain Jerusalem for the West and smash the Turkish/Ottoman empire 
iii. It was political and religious 

1. Political – desire for land and conquer enemies 
2. Religious – holy land was viewed as sacred and people wanted to keep going to 

Jerusalem on pilgrimages 
iv. Bernard of Clairvaux was a crusade-preacher (pro-crusade) 

h. Lombard (12th C) 
i. Wrote Sentences, which was the standard theological textbook until just after the Reformation 

1. Divisions: God/Trinity, Creation/Sin, Incarnation/Virtues, Sacraments/Last Things 
i. Bernard of Clairvaux (12th C) 

i. Medieval mystic who emphasized Jesus’ earthly life and sufferings 
ii. Wrote hymns and other meditations 
iii. Opposed Abelard for his unorthodox view of the Trinity and dabbling in “magic” 

j. Anselm (12th C) 
i. Opposed nominalism and was a moderate realist66 

1. Said the nominalist position subverted the very foundation of Christianity  
ii. Said credo ut intelligam in his book Proslogion 
iii. Also said fides quaerens intellectum 

1. Was a proto-presuppositionalist  
iv. Wrote Cur Deus Homo, which was a dialogue between himself and Boso (his disciple) 

1. Advocated penal and vicarious substitutionary atonement in this book 
k. Abelard (12th C) 

i. Differed from Anselm on the atonement 
ii. Said the atonement was more moral than vicarious or substitutionary 

1. Said Christ’s death moves us to love him – thus we are forgiven 
iii. Wrote Sic et non – a logical (not Anselmian) determination of Christianity 
iv. Said God was one person and three persons (like Sabellianism) 

                                                 
66 Nominalism was the medieval view that universal concepts are mere word pictures or names that we use to identify things.  Realism held 
that universal concepts are identified by names or words. 
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l. Aquinas (13th C) 
i. Most influential Roman Catholic teacher; prolific theologian and author 

1. Wrote Summa contra gentiles, Summa theologica, and commentaries on Aristotle 
ii. Summa theological is basically a medieval systematic theology (three parts) 
iii. Taught five proofs for God’s existence 

1. Unmoved mover, first cause, absolute necessity, absolute perfection, and highest 
intelligence 

iv. Also taught natural law and an analogical view of knowledge 
v. Taught that God infuses grace so that we might attain to the beatific vision 
vi. Taught transubstantiation and that grace perfects nature (semi-Pelagian)67 

m. Duns Scotus (14th C) 
i. Distinguished between God’s potential absoluta and his potential ordinate 

1. The former: God is free and independent of all rules 
2. The latter: God acts in a manner consistent with order of creation 

ii. Also taught a consubstantial (impanation) view of the Supper 
n. Occam (14th C) 

i. Rejected the realism of Aquinas and revived the nominalist position 
1. That is, he said that universal concepts do not exist apart from our thoughts 

ii. Logic is the basic science; metaphysics should be abolished 
iii. Semi-Pelagian: do your best – God will reward it 

o. Meister Eckhart (14th C) 
i. Medieval mystic who wove neoplatonism with Christianity 
ii. Was deemed a heretic shortly after his death – was a sort of Gnostic pantheist  
iii. Taught three stages of the Christian life: purification, illumination, and union 

p. Thomas a Kempis (14th C) 
i. Medieval mystic who wrote De imitatione Christi 
ii. Was an Augustinian monk and teacher 

q. Wyclif (14th C) 
i. Critical of papal authority and transubstantiation (based on his reading of Augustine) 
ii. Also critiqued penance and the indulgence system b/c of a sort of sola scriptura notion 
iii. Was a sort of pre-reformer, but not on soteriological grounds primarily 

r. Hus (15th C) 
i. Follower of Wyclif and took his proto-reformed teachings to Bohemia 
ii. Hus, like Wyclif, attacked Papal excess/abuses on the basis of Scripture  
iii. Both Hus and Wyclif before him were condemned by the Roman church 

4. Significant councils in church history: The First 1000 Years (Note: there are 7)68 
a. Nicea I (325) 

i. Was the result of the Arian/Athanasian debate on Christology 
ii. Homoousios was declared orthodox while homoiousios was denied 
iii. Summary: The essence of the Son is identical with that of the Father – an uncreated being 

b. Constantinople I (381) 
i. Rejected the trichotomous view of Apollinarius  
ii. Affirmed the orthodox teachings of the Nicean council 

c. Ephesus (431) 
i. Cyril’s theotokos was affirmed; Nestorius lost the argument 

d. Unofficial Council/Synod of Ephesus (449) 
i. Synod that reinstated Eutyches into office 
ii. Called “the robber synod” because of its stormy proceedings; it wasn’t recognized as official 
 

                                                 
67 Note also the Medieval views of nova lex, meritum de condigno, meritum de congruo, ex opere operato, and facere quod in se est.  See Appendix One. 
68

 Be sure to note the major figures at these councils. 
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e. Chalcedon (451) 
i. Was the result of the Nestorian/Eutychean debate; condemned both 
ii. Taught the orthodox communication idiomatum 
iii. Upheld the two natures: (inconfusedly, unchangeably, indivisibly, and inseparably) 
iv. Upheld the one person: not divided into two persons 

f. Constantinople II  (553) 
i. Endorsed Leontius’ enhypostasis view of Christology which angered the monophysites 
ii. Theodore of Mopsuestia was convicted of Nestorianism  

g. Constantinople III (680-1) 
i. Upheld the dyothelite position 

h. Nicea II (787) 
i. Reverent adoration (proskunesis) of saints was permitted/upheld 
ii. Worship (latria) of saints was not 

5. Post 1000 AD Councils 
a. The Fourth Lateran Council (1215 AD) 

i. Prescribed that confession must be made at least once per year 
ii. Affirmed analogical knowledge/language 
iii. Upheld Radbertus’ view of transubstantiation 

b. See also Trent (below) and note the post-Reformation Reformed councils/synods 
6. Synods of the Church (Early to Medieval) 

a. Synod of Orange (529) 
i. Upheld softened Augustinian views of sin/grace and rejected semi-pelagianism/Cassianus 
ii. After this point, the medieval church was semi-Augustinian vs semi-Pelagian 

b. Synod of Toledo (589) 
i. The filioque clause was advocated at this Synod 
ii. It wasn’t a perfect political move, but the theology was good 

7. Other Miscellaneous Terms and Facts 
a. The Quadriga – fourfold interpretation of Scripture 

i. Literal, allegorical, tropological, and anagogical 
b. The Great Schism (East/West split) over the filioque: 1054 

i. The Eastern Patriarch and the Pope excommunicated each other 
ii. Along with the filioque, papal authority was a major issue in the schism 
iii. This was something that was brewing for awhile; in history’s eyes, it is not a surprise 

 
 

The Reformation Era and Beyond 
The reformation was primarily theological/religious and only secondarily sociologically motivated.  It was sparked 
by a theological “discovery,” and the sociological aspects have their source in the theological ones.  Note: be ready 
for general questions on the Reformation.  Again, I’ve bolded the more important terms/figures even though all 

should be learned well. 
 

1. Erasmus (d. 1546) 
a. Brilliant humanist who critiqued Rome on moral grounds early on in the Reformation (though 

wasn’t really a Reformer) 
b. Put together a Greek New Testament which many scholars used 
c. Luther attacked Erasmus on the bondage of the will – Erasmus was Semi-Pelagian on the will, sin, 

and grace 
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2. Luther (1483-1546) 
a. Received his masters’ degree in 1505; went on to study law partially in obedience to his father 
b. In 1505, during a lightning storm, he feared for his life and vowed to St. Anne that he would 

become a monk (much to his father’s dismay) 
c. Became a priest in 1507; was learned in Aristotelianism, Lombard’s sentences, and original languages  
d. In 1510 he visited Rome and became disillusioned because of the degeneracy there69 
e. Went to Wittenburg after this; Von Staupitz became his vicar-general (and was influential to Luther) 
f. Lectured through the Psalms, Romans, Galatians, and Hebrews at Wittenberg (1513-1518)  

i. During these years, he started coming to see the Pauline views of grace, sin, justification, and 
faith; his first major opposition to Rome was the indulgence system (Tetzel’s coin in the 
coffer) 

g. In 1517, he quietly posted the 95 Theses, which was primarily against indulgences and a few other 
corruptions within the Roman church 

h. In 1518, at the Heidelberg Disputation, Luther’s understating of sin, grace, total inability, faith, good 
works, philosophy, law/gospel, theology of glory/cross, etc. came out clearly 

i. Sometime between 1515 and 1518, Luther read Romans 1.17 and finally clearly understood that 
righteousness was not God’s damning hatred of people, but something that can be given as a gift by 
faith 

j. Wrote the Three Treatises in 1519-1520 (On the Babylonian Captivity of the Church, On the Liberty of a 
Christian, and Address to the Christian Nobility of the German Nation) 

k. In 1521, at the Diet of Worms, Luther was called on to recant 
i. His answer: I cannot go against my conscience which is bound by God’s word.  I will not 

recant.  Here I stand.  I can do nothing else. 
ii. Went into exile after this to Wartburg Castle where he translated the Bible into German 

l. In 1525 he wrote De Servo Arbitrio against Erasmus 
m. Note these important teachings of Luther 

i. Justification by faith alone/Righteousness can be imputed 
ii. The law/gospel distinction 
iii. Good works are done for horizontal (neighbor) not vertical (God) reasons 
iv. The theology of glory vs the theology of the cross 
v. Priesthood of all believers 
vi. Consubstantiation  
vii. Christ at the center of theology 
viii. The will is in bondage by nature 
ix. The importance of vocation  
x. The two realms/kingdoms (right hand and left hand) 
xi. God revealed and God concealed/in the nude 

3. Melanchthon (d. 1560) 
a. Follower of Luther; great humanist and scholar – called the teacher of Germany at one time 
b. Wrote Loci Communes and the Augsburg Confession 
c. He followed Luther on many, but not all points 

i. Strove for harmony more than Luther 
ii. Watered down some of Luther’s “sharp” teachings (bondage of the will, predestination, etc) 

4. Zwingli (d. 1531) 
a. Broke with Rome around 1519-20; Repudiated humanism & Pelagianism after his break with Rome 
b. Read some of Luther, but no one knows for sure how much he was influenced by him 
c. Both Augustine and the Plague were formative for Zwingli’s spiritual life/teaching 
d. Taught that since Christ’s body is in heaven, we do not partake of it at all in the Supper  

i. The Supper is a memorial meal or pledge for believers  
e. Died in a civil war in 1531 

                                                 
69 This is where he was climbing the Vatican steps while praying the appropriate prayer and uttered, “Who knows if it is true?” 
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5. Calvin (1509-1564) 
a. Born in France and even did some Roman church type duties as a young boy 

i. Was learned in many areas, including law and the languages (humanist) 
ii. Theologically, was self-taught (was somewhat influenced by Luther) 
iii. Had to flee France in 1534 because some associated him with a protestant, N. Cop 
iv. Was influential in Geneva spiritually but even politically  

1. Farel at one time commanded Calvin to come to Geneva or face God’s curse 
b. Theologically, Calvin was more systematic and developed than Luther 

i. Taught soli deo Gloria and God’s providence clearly 
ii. He taught the bondage of the will and total depravity  
iii. Was very precise and robust concerning his teaching of the person/work of the Holy Spirit 

(especially in relation to the sacraments and faith) 
iv. Carefully taught double predestination 
v. Utilized the church fathers extensively  
vi. Taught the Presbyterian form of church government 
vii. Taught a visible/invisible church distinction 

c. Wrote the first edition of the Institutes in 1536 as an instruction to Christians70 
i. The Institutes were also a defense and explanation of the Christian faith 
ii. The 4 divisions of the Institutes: God as creator, God as Savior, receiving Christ’s grace, and 

Means of grace 
iii. Calvin also wrote many treatises and commentaries; mention that you use his commentaries 

6. Ursinus/Olevian 
a. See above under the Heidelberg Catechism 

7. G. DeBres 
a. See above under the Belgic Confession 

8. J. Knox 
a. Brought the Reformation to Scotland; studied in Geneva 
b. Started the Presbyterian church there in 1559 

9. Council of Trent (counter-reformation) 1545-1563 
a. A very important council: the Roman church anathematized the reformation and the gospel 
b. Trent knew and got Reformation teaching right – they understood it and condemned it 
c. The council of Trent 

i. Declared that tradition must be received with the same reverence as Scripture 
ii. Declared that the human will cooperates in salvation 
iii. Declared that good works are necessary for righteousness 
iv. Declared that a sinner can only be declared what he really, intrinsically is 
v. Declared that transubstantiation was orthodox 
vi. Declared that purgatory, adoration of saints, and indulgences were orthodox 

10. The English Reformation 
a. King Henry VIII freed England from papal grasp 
b. Tyndale translated the Bible into English, appreciated Luther, and died a martyr (1536) 
c. Cramner had a big hand in the Book of Common Prayer and the 42 articles of 1553 

i. Cramner denied transubstantiation and wanted an independent Episcopal church 
11. Kuyper (d. 1920) 

a. Was a liberal/rationalist until he became reformed  
b. Was a prolific writer, churchman, and statesman in Holland  
c. Stressed antithesis and common grace 
d. Led the Doliante movement (1886 group that left the Netherlands state church) 

12. Note also Bavinck and Berkhof: 20th century Dutch theologians 
 

                                                 
70 The early editions of the Institutes and the latter editions do not differ in content or teaching; they simple are expanded and clarified. 
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Post-Reformation Reformed opposition 
a. Anabaptists 

i. Radical reformers who didn’t want to obey the state 
ii. Were not very Reformed in their teachings (Calvin and Luther opposed them) 
iii. Stressed a pure church and need for re-baptism and hated infant baptism 
iv. Usually had crazy eschatology (Muntzer, for example) 
v. DeBres had the Anabaptists partially in mind in the BCF (we “detest” their error…) 
 

b. Arminianism (see Canons of Dort discussion above) 
c. Amyraldian Controversy 

i. Mostly four point Calvinists (minus limited atonement) 
ii. Turretin/Heidegger wrote the Formula Consensus Helvetic against Amyrault 

d. Socinianism (early to mid 17th century): criticized Reformed dogma, especially the divinity of Christ 
and the Holy Spirit 

i. They opened the door for the Enlightenment: reason was the ultimate norm 
ii. They were also Pelagain 

e. Pietism (latter part of the 17th century) 
i. Disliked “dry” orthodoxy and emphasized sanctification over justification 
ii. Had a mystical aspect to it 
iii. Experience was huge for pietists: inner spiritual feelings was fundamental to religious 

knowledge and insight, they said 
iv. Some pietists to remember: Spener and VonZinzendorf 

f. J. Wesley (d. 1791) 
i. A member of the church of England 
ii. Came to a semi-Reformed position after reading Luther’s preface to Romans 
iii. Moved away from semi-Reformed teaching later 
iv. Introduced Methodism; wanted people to be holy 

g. The Enlightenment (18th century) 
i. Really began in the latter 17th century with Descartes and Locke 
ii. Reversal: from I believe so that I may understand to I understand so that I may believe 
iii. Philosophy now began with the subject: man replaced God on the throne 

1. No more total depravity 
iv. Ration and reason were the starting point and ending point 
v. Naturalism prevailed over supernaturalism 
vi. Deism in some ways has its roots in the Enlightenment 
vii. Theology became moralistic; religion became private and individual 
viii. Faith and Reason were separated severely  

h. Schleiermacher (d. 1834) 
i. Defined religion as the feeling of absolute dependence  
ii. Feeling/experience were primary for Schleiermacher  

i. The Great Awakening I (1739-45) (American) 
i. The Congregationalist J. Edwards was very influential in this; Note Whitefield too  

1. Edwards was not too clear on Justification by faith, was experiential  
2. Wrote Religious Affections among other works (he was quite brilliant) 

j. The Great Awakening II (c. 1790s) 
i. Finney (d. 1875) was a big names in the second Great Awakening 
ii. Note Finney’s new measures: the anxious bench, altar call, musical preparation, etc 

1. He was also semi(full?)-Pelagian and a violent post-millenialist  
iii. The Great Awakening did more harm than good with these new measures 

1. It took people out of churches, opened the door for gospel-hymns, advocated 
Arminianism, etc. 
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k. Pentecostalism/Charismatic movement (1901ff) 
i. Tongue speaking, second blessing of the Holy Spirit, premillenialist, etc. 

l. Dispensationalism (late 1800’s and beyond) 
i. Names like Darby and Schofield (Study Bible) are important 
ii. Dallas Theological Seminary started in 1921 
iii. Dispensationalists held conferences 
iv. They are pre-mil; now divided into traditional and progressive dispensationalists  

m. Fundamentalism 
i. (Over)reaction to liberalism in the early 20th century American churches 
ii. Stressed the fundamentals of the faith: virgin birth, inerrancy, Jesus’ second coming, Jesus’ 

deity, etc. 
iii. Note Machen’s interaction with the fundamentalists  
iv. Were quite Biblicistic and condemned alcohol and smoking 

n. Kenosis 
i. Based on Phil 2.7, some say that the Son of God set aside his divine attributes in his 

incarnation 
o. ECT (Evangelicals and Catholics Together) 

i. Not good (explain why and note the ambiguity/equivocation of language) 
ii. Note a pre-ECT: Colloquy of Regensberg/Ratsibon in 1541 

1. Rome and Protestants tried to compromise a draft to promote unity 
2. The colloquy fell apart in the end 

p. Church Growth 
i. Mega-churches, seeker-sensitive, emergent 
ii. Focused on numbers, community, how to connect w/world and culture, etc. 
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CHURCH HISTORY 
Dutch Reformed History 

 
� 1550ff: The papacy and Spain ruled Holland from around 1550 to 1648 

o Many Calvinists/Dutchmen were killed during this time (see DeBres’ account above) 
o They fought for a free country and freedom to worship as Calvinists 

� 1628: Some Dutch Reformed people went to North America (now known as the RCA) 
� 1648: The Dutch won independence from Spain 

o 1648: the Reformed church became the state church 
o Now, the church clashed with the state’s rule – no synod was held for years 

� 1816: King William I took away the church’s government and made it governed by the state 
o In 1816, William’s General Rule usurped the Church Order of Dort (subscription no longer required) 
o The church in the 19th century was also affected by the Enlightenment (Jesus as moral teacher, etc) 

� 1834: Five ministers and some families left the state church (the Afscheiding, or separation)71 
o They left the church because it was a State church and wasn’t preaching Reformed truths  
o The state church reacted strongly against the Afscheiding  

� 1846: Van Raalte and others from the Afscheiding group went to North America (West Michigan)72 
o This group merged with the Dutch Reformed Church in America (present day RCA) 

� 1857: The Afscheiding group in America breaks with the Dutch Reformed church in America 
o The Dutch Reformed Church allowed members to join Masonic lodges; the Afscheiding disagreed 
o This is the beginning of the CRC – 1857 

� 1876: The first classes of the CRC’s seminary (later named “Calvin”) 
� 1886: The state Reformed church in the Netherlands has an exodus: the Doleantie (grieving) 

o This was led by Kuyper; it was then called the Gereformeerde Kerken Nederland (GKN) in 1892 when 
they merged with the Afscheiding group 

� 1924: The PRC forms out of the CRC (Hoeksema – common grace debate) 
� 1944: Schilder was deposed by the GKN (the schuring); they formed the GKN Vrijgemaakt (liberated)  
� Post-war: Dutch immigration to the US resulted in the formation of the CanRC and American RC. 

o The CanRC/AmRC has its roots in the GKN-V (liberated) 
� 1954: A group leaves the PRC and shortly after ends up in the CRC (free offer debate) 
� 1986: Several CRC consistories met and rejected some liberal movements in the CRC 
� 1990: The same group of consistories (plus more) adopted the name Christian Reformed Alliance 
� 1992: The group changed their name to the Alliance of Reformed Churches 

o By this time, some churches already left the CRC and signed on to this alliance 
� 1996: URC forms out of the CRC for theological/conservative reasons 

o Reasons: Catechism preaching was in decline, liturgical innovations attempting to “grow the 
church,” several ministers were allowed to hold to non-Reformed doctrine, the view that Scripture 
was authoritative and inspired only with regard to redemption, a lax view of homosexuality, 
evolutionary teaching allowed, and the straw that broke the camel’s back was women in office 

o More specifically, at Synod Lynwood 1996, they called themselves the United Reformed Churches 
o In 2006, there were around 20,000 members in 96 congregations 
o The URC has 6 classes (pre-2007 synod); 4 in the US and 2 in Canada 

 
 

                                                 
71 De Cock and Van Raalte were two of the five. 
72 Note: Scholte (from this group) eventually went to Pella, IA. 
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ETHICS 
Meaning/function of the Decalogue 
Christian motivation and character 
Contemporary moral problems 

 
� Ethics in general 

o Ethics is really how our Systematic and Biblical Theology affects our daily lives; it also includes how 
a justified person should live in this present evil age as a pilgrim  

o Aretaic ethics emphasize goodness/virtue while teleological emphasizes ends (a good action has 
good ends) 

o Situational ethics:  
� The Decalogue 

o Remember guilt/grace/gratitude and law/gospel distinction 
o Remember the redemptive historical distinction between OT theocracy and NT church 
o Three uses of the law: political, tudor/pedagogical , and rule of gratitude 
o Three divisions of the law: civil, ceremonial, and moral 
o Note also natural law, which is a general revelation equivalent to the moral law 

� Christian motivation and character73  
o The grounds for Christian ethics is the indicative: justification and Christ’s work (gospel) 

� The CoD uses the indicatives of election and preservation as doctrines that provide 
unspeakable comfort and consolation as well as a desire to do good works (I.12, 13; V.12-15) 

o The standards for Christian ethics is the law as a rule of gratitude 
o The goal of Christian ethics is God’s glory, gratitude, good of the church, assurance of faith, and so 

that our neighbors might be brought to Christ (HC 86) 
o Christian liberty: we are freed from the religious laws/customs of men 

� BCF 7: nothing can be put above God’s word 
� HC 91: “good works” are not those simply done according to tradition  

o Binding of conscience: only the word can bind the Christian’s conscience (BCF 7) 
o Also remember the two kingdoms doctrine here 

� Ethical questions (be sure to mention that you’ll seek advice from elders primarily, and also experts in the 
certain fields)  

o Birth control, IVF, abortion, etc. 
� Christian freedom in BC (what kind of pill? why take it?) 
� IVF: does it make embryos that will be thrown away (that is, killed)?  Why IVF? 

o Assisted suicide, euthanasia, etc. 
o Life support: when OK, when not? 

� Are we trying to be lords of our bodies that belong to Christ (HC 1)? 
� Are we trying to be gods by making our will known after we die? 
� Remember the HC and providence; also HC and our death 

o Homosexuality 
� A sin; they need the gospel 

o Gambling 
� Note Christian freedom and binding the conscience  
� HC 110: God forbids pointless squandering of his gifts and greed 

o Divorce/remarriage 
� Our confessions are silent; our tradition is not 
� WCF vs PRC? 

 
 

                                                 
73 Remember what the HC says makes a work “good” (HC 91) 
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o Capital punishment 
� “Prevention of murder is why government is armed with the sword” (HC 105) 
� We must submit to the government; the state “corrects and punishes” sin (HC 104) 
� The civil magistrate punishes evil (BCF 36) 
� Gen 9 (non-theocratic context) seems to approve of capital punishment  

o RPW, images, and the 2nd commandment  
� RPW: HC 96 (We cannot “worship God in any other way than he has commanded in his 

word 
� Images: HC 97-8 (all images of the Trinity condemned all of the time) 

o The Lord’s Day 
� “We reject all human innovations and all laws imposed on us in our worship of God which 

bind and force our consciences in any way (BCF 32) 
� HC 103: the gospel must be preached and taught on the “festive day of rest” 
� Also (103), we must “regularly attend the assembly of God’s people on the festive day of 

rest;” the elements of worship must be there – preaching, sacraments, prayer, and offerings 
� The Lord’s Day is an everyday “rest” from evil ways and letting the Lord work in us by the 

Holy Spirit and so begin already in this life the eternal Sabbath 
� Sum: we have to be careful, especially on confessional grounds, to make Sabbath laws 

(explicit or implicit) that go beyond Scripture (see esp. BCF 32) 

• Don’t make the Sabbath-gospel into law! 
� BCF 25: the ceremonies and symbols of the law are done…they ought to be abolished…yet 

the truth and substance of these things remain for us in Christ Jesus, in whom they have 
been fulfilled 

� The Sabbath is a creation ordinance, made for man 
o Lies of necessity? 

� HC 112 (9th commandment): never lie against anyone anywhere…love, speak, and 
acknowledge the truth 

� HC 112: and do all we can to guard and advance my neighbor’s good name 
� HC 110 (8th commandment): “do whatever” we can for our neighbors good 
� HC 107 (6th commandment): “protect” our neighbors “as much as we can” 

• HC 107: Love our neighbors as ourselves 
� Sum: love probably trumps absolutely never lying in any circumstance – also, perhaps note 

that lying is not nearly such a terrible sin as murder 
� Note also Rahab’s lie or the lies Israel sometimes used in warfare 

• Of course the descriptive and prescriptive aspect of Scripture is pertinent here 
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APPENDIX ONE 

Medieval, Reformation, and Scholastic Key Latin Terms and Phrases74 
• Actus Purus (pure actualization)  

o God is the fully actualized being: he is absolutely perfect and the eternally perfect fulfillment of himself. 
 

• Adiaphora (adiafora: things indifferent) 
o Followers of Luther used this term for secondary matters of the faith/practice that could be handled differently as long 

as they did not impede true doctrine or preaching of the gospel. 
 

• Beneplacitum (eudokia: good pleasure) 
o God’s good pleasure—emphasized by Reformed Scholastics—is the ground of God’s elective choice. 
 

• Communicatio idiomatum (communication of proper qualities) 
o Term used in Christology to describe the way in which the properties (idiomata) of each nature are communicated to or 

interchanged in the unity of the person. 
� Reformers said in concreto: there is no interchange of properties between the human and the divine—they are 

joined in the person 
� Lutherans said in abstracto: there is an interchange of properties between the human and the divine 
 

• Credo ut intelligam (I believe in order that I might understand) 
o Anselm’s statement showing his view on the relationship between faith and reason; Augustine said a similar term 

 

• Deus manifestatus in carne (God manifested in the flesh) 
o Calvin’s favored term for Christ in regards to the Supper 

 

• Deus Absconditus/revelatus (God hidden/revealed) 
o Luther’s teaching that God is revealed when he hides himself and hides himself in revelation: the cross is where God 

shows himself – yet hidden – in weakness; we should not try to approach Deus absconditu 
 

• Donum Superadditum (superadded gift) 
o A medieval term which taught that this gift was added to humankind before the fall. 
o Augustine, Aquinas, and Fransiscans differed a bit on this teaching 
 

• Etiam Extra Calvinisticum (the Calvinistic extra) 
o Lutheran term used to refer to the Reformed insistence on the utter transcendence of the human nature of Christ by the 

second person of the Trinity in and during the incarnation. 
� The Logos is fully united but never totally contained within the human nature (finitum non capax infinitum: finite 

is not capable of the infinite) 

• Ex opere operantis (by the work of the worker) 
o In the medieval Roman church, this view of the sacraments assumed the proper attitude of the recipient when he 

received the sacrament: this attitude being present results in a bestowal of grace beyond that which the sacrament gives 
ex opere operato 

 

• Ex opere operato (by the work performed) 
o A medieval Roman sacramental view which thought the sacrament to convey grace in and of themselves.  As long as the 

church performed the sacrament correctly, it pours grace into the recipient 
 

• Extra enthusiasticum (the enthusiastic people) 
o The radical reformers who emphasized the “inner light;” the Spirit works apart from the Word and sacrament directly to 

man’s heart.  Luther spoke harshly of these radicals.  
 

• Facere quod in se est (do what lies within you) 
o Late medieval scholastic concept which said that man could respond to gratia universalis not with meritum de condigno but 

meritum congruo.  On the basis of this act, God would respond graciously. 
 

 
 

                                                 
74 Taken from Richard Mueller, Dictionary of Latin and Greek Theological Terms (Grand Rapids: Baker, 1985). 
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• Facientibus quod in se est Deus non denegat gratiam (to the ones who does what lies within them, God will not deny grace) 
o Goes hand in hand with facere quod in se est.  This view of human ability rests upon the Scotist and Nominalist view of the 

donum superadditum. 
 

• Fides formata cartitate (Faith formed by love) 
o The medieval understanding of faith—faith is formed by love 
o Faith formed by love is saving faith, not faith alone 

 

• Fides formata Christo (faith formed by Christ) 
o The protestant understanding of faith—faith alone is given or formed by Christ 

 

• Fides quarenes intellectum (faith in search of understanding) 
o Anselm’s view of the relationship between faith and reason (see credo ut itelligam) 

 

• Filioque (and the Son) 
o This word was added to the Nicene Creed in 589; the Spirit proceeds from the Father and the Son.  The Eastern churches 

hated this phrase. 
 

• Finitum non capax infinitum (finite is not capable of the infinite)  
o The Reformed teaching that the humanity of Christ is incapable of receiving infinite attributes such as omnipresence, 

omnipotence, etc. 
 

• Gratia infusa (infused grace) 
o The medieval Roman church taught that infused grace was the basis for justification (see gratia gratum faciens) 
 

• Gratia gratum faciens (grace making gracious) 
o The medieval Roman church’s conception of grace—it is infused into the sinner by which the sinner is justified. 

 

• Loci communes (common places) 
o Collection of basic scriptural topics and their explanations in an ordered body of doctrine. 

 

• Meritum de congruo (merit of congruity or half-merit) 
o Medieval Roman Catholic teaching that congruent merit is not truly deserving of grace, but it still receives grace on the 

basis of divine generosity. 
 

• Meritum de condigno (condign merit or full-merit) 
o Medieval Roman Catholic teaching that condign merit is deserving of grace. 

 

• Potentia absoluta (absolute power) 
o The omnipotence of God limited only by the law of noncontradiction.  God can effect all possibility, constrained by his 

own nature.  God is above the laws he has ordained. 
 

• Potentia ordinaria (usual power) 
o God’s ordinary or usual exercise of divine power 
 

• Quadriga (the fourfold pattern of medieval exegesis) 
o The Scriptures had a literal, tropological (moral), allegorical, and anagogical (eschatological) 

 

• Simul iustus et peccator (simultaneously righteous and a sinner) 
o Luther’s description of a Christian   

 

• Tertius usus legis (third use of the law) 
 

• Theologia crucis (theology of the cross) 
o Luther’s explanation of how God reveals himself: not in glorious splendor, but in suffering and death, the Son of God 

on a cross 
 

• Theologia gloriae (theology of glory) 
o Luther’s definition of the rationalistic scholastics who try to contemplate God apart from the cross 
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APPENDIX TWO 
Sample Questions 

 
Practica 

� Why do you believe you are called to ministry? 
� What is the difference between a job and a calling? 
� Explain the Regulative Principle of Worship 
� What is the difference between a sermon and a lecture? 
� Do you preach the Catechism or the biblical text and why? 
� Can an elder lead worship and why? 
� How do you approach counseling? 
� What is the Reformed view of evangelism? 
� What role does a pastor have as an evangelist? 
� What is a rough outline of our church order? 
� How many offices does our church order explain? 
� What are the assemblies of the church 
� What is the difference between the assemblies? 
� What does broader/narrow mean with regards to the assemblies? 
� What is the discipline process according to church order? 

Bible Knowledge 
� How does God speak to us? 
� Does the Bible contain errors? 
� What is the Reformed doctrine of inspiration?  Dynamic?  Mechanical? Organic? 
� How do we come to know the truths of Scripture? 
� Is the Bible sufficient for everything, period? 
� Explain the formation of the canon and the church. 
� How do you handle text criticism? 
� What is hermeneutics? 
� What is exegesis? 
� What is the perspicuity of Scripture? 
� How is the Word divided?  Is that a Lutheran division? 
� What are the OT divisions? 
� What are the minor prophets? 
� What is the outline of Deuteronomy? The Psalter? 
� What year did the northern kingdom of Israel fall? 
� What are the divisions of the NT? 
� What is the outline of Acts?  Romans? 
� What is the book of Revelation about? 
� Explain Paul’s missionary journeys. 

Confessional Knowledge 
� What are the divisions of the Canons of Dort? 
� Did the 5 points of the Canons come first or the 5 points of the Remonstrance? 
� Who called the Synod of Dort?  Why? 
� What are the other two of the three forms? 
� Explain the historical details of the HC. 
� What is a relatively detailed outline of the HC? 
� Insert a few questions from the HC here. 
� Who wrote the BCF?  When? 
� What is the outline of the BCF? 
� Does the BCF condemn the Anabaptists by name? 
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� Are you willing and ready to sign the form of subscription? 
Reformed Doctrine 

� What are the divisions of our systematic theologies? 
� What is theology?  What is Christology? 
� Can we prove by reason that God exists? 
� Does God fully reveal himself? 
� Has God revealed himself outside of Scripture?  If so, why? 
� What is God? 
� What are his incommunicable/communicable attributes? 
� What is the Trinity (define)? 
� Are the three persons subordinate in any way? 
� What is predestination?  What two parts does it have?  Where in Scripture would you “prove” it? 
� Is God the author of sin?  Explain. 
� What is the pactum salutis?  Can you give any scriptural references for it? 
� What is deism?  Where does Scripture condemn it? 
� How was man created (in what state)? 
� Where does the human soul come from? 
� What is the image of God in man? 
� What is the covenant of works?  Show it from Scripture. 
� Does man have free will after the fall?  Even a little? 
� What is original sin? 
� What is total depravity? 
� Was Adam’s sin imputed to us? 
� What is the covenant of grace? 
� What is the mosaic covenant? 

          Christology 
� Who is Christ? 

� Explain the communicatio idiomatum. 
� Some Reformed theologians speak of the states of Christ’s incarnation.  What are these? 
� What are the offices of Christ?  Are they confessional? 
� Was the atonement necessary? 
� Could Jesus have sinned? 
� What is Jesus’ active obedience?  Was it necessary for salvation? 
� What does expiation mean?  Propitiation? 
� Did Jesus literally descend into hell?  Explain. 
� Where is Christ now? 

           Soteriology 
� Who applies the redemption that Christ wrought? 
� What is the ordo salutis?  Where in Scripture is there a sort of ordo? 
� What is regeneration?  
� What is justification? 
� What is imputation?  Is imputation confessional? 
� How do works factor into your salvation? 
� Do we obtain salvation by grace and keep it by grace and works? 
� Do the words “sanctification” or “obedience” fit in the definition of justification? 

           Ecclesiology 
� What are the marks of a true church according to BCF 29? 
� Is prayer a means of grace? 
� What are the attributes of the church? 
� What happens in the preaching of the word? 
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� What happens in baptism? 
� Is every subject of baptism united to Christ? 
� What does it mean to discern the body of Christ? 
� Is the Lord’s Supper a memorial meal or a re-sacrifice of Christ? 
� Can Classis fence the table? 

           Eschatology 
� Where does the soul of a Christian go after death? 
� What is preterism? 
� What is Dispensationalism? 
� What is postmillennialism? 
� Are you post-, a-, or premillenial and why? 
� What is your view of the book of Revelation? 
� Is hell eternal and real? 
� Are there degrees of terror in hell? 

Church History 
� Is the study of church history important?  Why?  
� Someone has said, “We owe the canon to the heretics.”  What does this mean? 
� What were a few major errors espoused in the early (pre 4th century) church? 
� When was the Apostle’s Creed written and why? 
� What about the Nicene Creed? 
� Explain the Arian heresy. 
� What did Apollinarius teach? 
� Who was Tertullian?  Origen? 
� Explain the controversy between Augustine and Pelagius. 
� What are some “seeds” of Roman Catholicism in the early church? 
� Can you name a few figures and/or teachings of the early to mid medieval church? 
� When were the Crusades and why did they happen? 
� When did the East and West church split?  Why? 
� Who was Wycliff? 
� Give a brief story of the Reformation with an emphasis of Martin Luther. 
� Who were the Anabaptists? 
� Did Calvin agree or disagree with Luther on the major points of Reformation doctrine? 
� What are the divisions of Calvin’s Institutes? 
� What are two or three of Calvin’s most influential teachings? 
� Did the Council of Trent (1545) understand the Reformation?  Explain. 
� Explain in a few sentences the Enlightenment. 
� What event happened in 1834 and why? 
� What happened in 1886?  Why? 
� Who was Kuyper and what are a few of his key teachings? 
� Can you explain the Pentecostal movement?  When did it originate? 
� Explain the Hoeksema/Common grace controversy 
� Explain the Schilder controversy. 
� Explain in detail the formation of the URC. 

Ethics 
� What is “ethics?” 
� Explain your role as a pastor in relation to the Christian ethical life. 
� What is Christian liberty?  Conscience? 
� What is the standard/norm of the Christian life? 
� What are the three uses of the law? 
� What is the theonomic view of ethics?  Do you agree? 
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� What are the commandments? 
� What is idolatry? 
� Can we use pictures in worship or teaching?  Why/not? 
� Can we work on the Lord’s day?  Explain. 
� What must happen on the Lord’s Day? 
� Is divorce then remarriage sin? 
� Was it a sin for the Dutch to lie and say “no” when the Nazis asked if they were hiding Jews?  Why/not? 
� Note: See “Ethics” section above for more. 
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EXTRA NOTES: 


